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A POSSIBLE LINK BETWEEN
SUNSCREEN AND THE DEATH OF CORAL

REEFS
By Ida Sanoff
Summer is upon us and sunscreen displays
are popping up in supermarkets and drug
stores. Everywhere we turn, we are
bombarded with reminders to prevent skin
cancer by using sunscreen and plenty of it,
with the highest protective factors available.

But as we are saving our own lives, are we
killing marine life?

The next time you go to the beach on a hot
summer day, when everyone is having a
great time in the ocean, take a closer look:
You would be astounded at the oil slick on
the surface of the water around each person.
Even though many of these products are
advertised as waterproof, that doesn’t prevent
the excess from rolling off our skin and into
the ocean. Now several studies are
identifying some of the active ingredients in
sunscreen as chemicals that kill coral reefs.
In fact, The National Parks Service has
issued an advisory bulletin for Florida, Hawaii
and the U.S. Virgin Islands encouraging
people to use sunscreen that contains
titanium oxide or zinc oxide instead of
products that contain active ingredients such
as oxybenzone: https://cdhc.noaa.gov/_docs/
Site%20Bulletin_Sunscreen_final.pdf The
bulletin notes that certain sunscreens seem
to activate viruses in coral, causing them to
bleach and that an astonishing 4,000 to 6,000
tons of sunscreen enter reefs every year.
Problems are worse of course, in tourist
areas where the marine life in coral reefs is
the main attraction.

And there is more bad news. Some studies
show that oxybenzone and a related chemical
called benzophenone are endocrine
disrupters. Endocrine disrupters are
chemicals that interfere with the hormone
systems of humans, animals and marine life.

They are found not just in sunscreen but in a
host of familiar products including detergents,
plastics and cosmetics https://
www.niehs.nih.gov/health/topics/agents/
endocrine/

Although corals can bleach because of other
problems, including global warming, Hawaii
officials are so concerned about the link to
sunscreens that they may pass a law which
prohibits the sale of products that contain
oxybenzone: http://www.kitv.com/
story/35171905/sunscreen-bill-still-alive-this-
legislative-session

Are there any other choices to make other
than reading sunscreen labels? Of course!
Since sun protection is such a big issue today,
many companies make close fitting, long
sleeved shirts that are designed to be worn in
the water. Sometimes these shirts are called
“rashguards” because they were first used by
surfers to protect their arms when they
paddled their boards.

The Na�onal Parks Service says, “Remember, if it’s 
on your skin, it’s on the reef. Be reef friendly!
Reduce the amount of sunscreen you leave
behind...”

Please join
or renew

your NRPA
membership

TODAY
See page 7

HOFFMAN AND SWINBURNE ISLANDS
By Jim Scarcella
In late November, I had the opportunity to visit
Lower NY Bay off Brooklyn with my friends
Clay Halvorsen and Mike Aquino. There was
a steady north west breeze causing some
whitecaps oscillation (foam wave tips) so we
were glad to have the Coney Island peninsula
block some of the wind.

The groins of Sea Gate were clearly visible,
and the houses appeared to be at elevation
seven feet (not elevated enough if there is a
significant storm).

We also saw a huge accretion of sand on the
beach, behind Sea Gate, near the mouth of
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(continued next page)

Coney Island Creek. Coast Guard
radio (Channel 16) chatter revealed
a large boat with 11 persons had lost
power near Battery Park.

After a tour of the 'Brooklyn flats', we
headed west towards West Bank
Lighthouse by crossing Ambrose
Channel. Soon the man- made
dredge islands of Hoffman and Swin-
burne began to come into view.
They’ve been off limits to the general
public since 1947 and are now man-
aged by the National Parks Service
as a bird sanctuary. Along the way,
we saw Herring Gulls harassing a
loon to give up the fish it caught in its
last dive. Hoffman Island is closer
to Staten Island and is about twice
as large as Swinburne. It was origi-
nally used as a quarantine station,
before Ellis Island became opera-
tional. The west side has a series of
pier assemblies, the pilings are in
rough shape and there is no surface
landing left in the piling field. The rip
-rap shore is capped with beautiful
rectangular stone that is very much
intact from the 1940’s, pretty great
work. There are numerous trees,
and about seventy Double-Crested
Cormorant nests in the trees. The
rocks are bleached white from the
calcium excreted in the seabird’s diet
and their diet staple, shell fishing.
We used the south face of the island
as a wind block and caught and re-
leased a small Striped Bass.

Swinburne Island is a quarter-mile
south of Hoffman, we saw a Harbor
Seal surface and dive for a fish meal.
Swinburne also has a dilapidated
piling field, and calcium-bleached

was seeing the PBBA dredging the
Creek for recreational boat access,
and a brilliant, brown and white
streaked osprey soaring overhead.

Special thanks to Matt Malina and
NYC H2O, Joe Somma of PFP, Den-
nis McKeon , Howie, Mary, Tony,
Chuck, Rob, Danny, Don and John-
ny M of NRPA and all who participat-
ed!

LEMON CREEK- SEGUINE POINT
CLEANUP

By Jim Scarcella
In early April, NRPA teamed up with
NYC H2O and Partnership for Parks,
St. Joseph's Sea, St. Clare, SI Acad-
emy, SIIAS and PPOW for a thor-
ough cleaning of Lemon Creek (Lou
Figurelli) Park, Princes Bay.

The day was sunny and windy, and
everyone was happy to be outside.
Groups of teens with accompanying
adults took to the beach in waves
(pun intended).

The lowlight of the day was a toss-up
between 5 feral cat colonies, and / or
a homeless encampment on the
south shore of Seguine Point, with
direct weather exposure. Further
lowlights were a deceased raccoon,
turkey vulture and cormorant.

The highlights were the beauty of all
of us working together to remove
over 1200 lbs. of debris, including
cigarettes, straws, beer bottles, cel-
lophane, house shingles, a neoprene
hood with face protection, shopping
carts, tires with rusted steel rims,
rusted auto parts, fishing supplies
and plastic bags. Another highlight

shoreline rip-rap. A one story build-
ing is partially collapsed in the center
of the island, and the boiler room
chimney is intact with an approxi-
mate height of twenty-two feet.

A great resource for discovering
more about the islands is ' The Other
Islands of NYC ' by Sharon Sietz and
Roger Grossman.

Photo by Mike Fasano

SEASIDE NATURE PARK SPRING
CLEANUP

By Jim Scarcella
On April 15, 2017 NRPA teamed up
with Partnership for Parks and Dis-
trict 3 to clean Seaside Nature Park,
Great Kills. The weather was beauti-
ful, with a slight breeze and incoming
tide. Seaside Nature Park used to
be called “Giffords” and then
“Fitzgerald's” for the former bar and
hotel located 600 feet west on Nel-
son Avenue.

The park supposedly has a garden
club, but unfortunately they couldn't
be contacted. Many people were in
the park, lots of children in strollers
and many people walking their dogs.
The park used to have stewards
called “Turnaround Friends” led by
Anthony Marracinni and Branford
Greene.

The shoreline had an overflow of
insidious plastic debris, everything
from straws, cigarette butts, cello-
phane wrapping, chunks of
Styrofoam floating dock material,

Photo By Danny Ingellis
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Doug Greeley of DEP, who helped
create the New Creek Bluebelt out of
a basin in Mid-Island.

Director Tony Rose of Staten Island
Sport Divers provided an intro to an
incredible music/ photo collage of
different NRPA events, issues and
people through the years, everything
from dredge spoil problems to wild-
life and NASCAR and the way we all
play a part to protect our water quali-
ty. It was appreciated by all!

We are very humbled by the words
and work of Baykeeper and the Bor-
ough President and his team.

The NRPA thanks all of you for your
moral, physical and financial sup-
port. We are most grateful.

Here's to another 40 years!

Baird, Hans Boehm, Louise Colovito,
George Hassoldt, Peggy Smith, Da-
vy Stuchin, Dick Buegler, Tony Som-
ma, who with Noreen documented
our Borrow Pit research, Defenders
of Great Kills Harbor like Jim Ruch,
Alice Ruch, Mary Davies and Antho-
ny Marracinni.

Jim thanked Maxine and Friends of
Kivlehan Park for their support and
Steve Gross, Ralph Pastore, Andy
Willner, Rich Tullo and James
Haggerty for their vision to protect
our waters. The Committee to Save
Mount Manresa, a powerhouse civic
group and Protectors of Pine Oak
Woods attended our celebration.

Ida Sanoff, Executive Director, told
of the important work to restore oys-
ters that Baykeeper is doing and the
fantastic support Deputy Borough
President Ed Burke and Borough
President Jim Oddo are providing for
the preservation of Bluebelts and
other issues.

Honoree Debbie Mans of Baykeeper
thanked the NRPA and the Borough
President for the Bluebelt and for the
clean ups of tons of trash through
the years.

Deputy BP Ed Burke had kind words
of praise for the work of NRPA and
noted that we need to protect eels
for ecological restoration. Ed intro-
duced honored guest Borough Presi-
dent Jim Oddo, who also recognized
the work of NRPA and spoke about

pieces of driftwood, including barge
pieces with cleats, and an empty
quart bottle of Jack Daniels. There
were numerous fiddler crab colonies
in the marsh, and the swans and
Brant Geese were nearby.

At the eastern portion, near the fine
tidal marsh walkway, is a sculpted
mound with stone steps leading to a
beautiful tulip garden. The garden
was overgrown with thorns and inva-
sive species. Upon seeing this, my-
self and Carmine Raimondi of Part-
nership for Parks went about remov-
ing the overgrowth, restoring the
sight lines to the tulip garden. Vin
Cassella had a team cleaning the
play equipment.

So many people helped to clean the
park, 24 volunteers in all. We re-
moved 400 lbs. of debris including
dog feces, a comforter, refreshment
containers, and more.

Special thanks to Richie, Carmine,
Howie, John M, Rob, Nicole, Danny,
Chuck, John Mueller, Mike De Vito
and Miya, and all who helped.

We may return to Seaside Nature
Park in the autumn of 2017.

Ida Sanoff, Jim Oddo, Jim Scarcella,
Debbie Mans, Photo by Danny Ingellis

40 YEARS OF BLUE
By Jim Scarcella
NRPA celebrated '40 Years of Blue”
at the Staaten Restaurant on April 4,
2017. President Jim Scarcella re-
quested a moment to remember
those who helped NRPA get to this
point:

Lou Figurelli, our tough as nails
founder, and friends Dick Manning,
Jack Latanzio, Fred Espanak, Bill
Franz, the Waterfront Watch, with
Alan Peters, Vincent Scarcella and
Mr. Ericsson. People who have
done so much for conservation, like
George Pratt, Herman Zagge, Jack

Photo By Danny Ingellis

GRANITEVILLE WETLANDS
FOREST

By Jim Scarcella
This spring, NRPA helped put to-
gether a coalition to attempt to save
the Graniteville Forest property, basi-
cally 28 acres near the corner of For-
est Avenue and South Avenue, Mari-
ners Harbor. The developer has filed
application with City Planning for a
shopping center at 534 South Ave-
nue at Wemple Street, with a series
of retail stores, a gas station, a bank,
a drive up breakfast/ coffee store,
parking and more. The Scoping
Meeting for the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement occurred in No-
vember 2016.

Photo By Danny Ingellis

Photo By Tony Rose
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incursions from the South China Sea
have hit the region in the past 20
years alone.“ But in a small area
where mangroves still remained,
there was far less damage.

Well, you may think that NYC is very,
very different from China so we don’t
have to worry about things like that.
Wrong! The article reminds us that a
sizable portion of the Manhattan
shoreline is actually landfill. Some of
us are old enough to remember
when a new community of high rise
buildings called Battery Park City
was built on top of landfill that was
created by using the soil dug out for
the foundation of the World Trade
Center. The article notes that, “When
Hurricane Sandy socked Lower Man-
hattan in 2012, it swamped streets
built on landfill, peaking where the
islands long obscured natural shore-
line had once been.”

Some of the new cities in China have
major flooding just from heavy rains
and tidal surges. The cities of Shen-
zen and Guangzhou were construct-
ed in the Pearl River Delta, a natural
area that used to be mainly agricul-
tural. Newly built subway stations
have flooded and water can rise so
quickly that factories, homes and
shops are destroyed. It is estimated
that flooding from last summer alone
caused damage of about $10 billion.

What does that have to do with
NYC? If you attend NRPA meetings
and read our newsletters, you know
that we have been urging the preser-
vation of open space because it
plays a vital role in flood protection.
Green roofs and bioswales are help-
ful, but nothing compares with the
flood absorption provided by large
parcels of open, vegetated land.

The article concludes with a thought
provoking discussion about climate
change, infrastructure, industry, en-
ergy and development. Even in Chi-
na, where development is king, there
is movement towards green solu-
tions.

Let’s hope that the members of the
New York City Planning Commission
read this article.

The parcels are Block 1707 Lots 1
and 5. The real story is that this
Forest provides a rare sanctuary for
wildlife and people on the northwest
shore, from Arlington to West Bright-
on to Westerleigh. Each tree gath-
ers in the poisonous particulates of
vehicles on the heavily trafficked
roadways nearby, including diesel
from 278 and 440, Goethals Road
North. The trees also produce valua-
ble oxygen for all of us. In addition,
the parcels provide drainage and
floodwater absorption for Regal
Walk, Arlington and Mariners Harbor.

The Forest is listed as a priority ac-
quisition by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, The Trust for Public
Land, Harbor Herons Program, NY/
NJ Harbor Estuary and the Nature
Conservancy.

Please write and call Mr. Robert Do-
bruskin at NYC Dept. of City Plan-
ning, 120 Broadway 31st floor, New
York, NY, 10271, phone 212-720-
3508. Please write to Gov. Cuomo
and Mayor De Blasio and tell them to
save all of Graniteville Forest. We
don't need the traffic, the pollution,
the flooding or the asthma.

NRPA, Protectors of the Pine Oak
Woods, Mariners Harbor Civic,
Friends of Graniteville Quarry and
NSWC will have a cleanup and tour
of the Forest on Sunday May 21,
from 10 AM to 1:00 PM. Please join
us.

know anything about the down-
zoning process, we’re talking at least
several lifetimes to accomplish this
in all five boroughs.

Well, maybe we ought to send New
York’s City Planning Commission to
China to see what happens when
you ignore shorelines and flood-
plains. The Sunday New York
Times had a front page article on
April 9, 2017, titled “Rising China
Waters Imperil a World of Progress”.
You can find the article here: https://
www.nytimes.com/
interactive/2017/04/07/world/asia/
climate-change-china.html?_r=1

It is no secret that China is perhaps
the most rapidly developing nation
on the planet. Modern cities are re-
placing what was once farmland and
fishing villages. Floodplains, vast
tracts of open space and vegetated
shorelines have been paved over
with catastrophic results.

The city of Shenzen used to be a
small fishing village, loaded with
mangrove swamps. Mangroves are
large trees that are found in tropical

areas. They have tangled roots that
stick up above the soil. The trees are
very important because their roots
immobilize toxic sediments, provide
habitat for oysters and reduce wave
action. They lower temperatures,
cooling the surrounding area and
even help filter saltwater so that it
does not impact freshwater re-
serves. But the mangroves were
bulldozed, the marshes were land-
filled and a large hospital complex,
shopping center, office park and
high rise buildings were constructed.
So now the remaining small beach is
eroding, the land is sinking and salt-
water is moving into the groundwa-
ter. The area was hit by a typhoon in
2008 which collapsed a seawall and
according to the article, “five major

LIVING BREAKWATERS

This spring, the Governor's Office of
Storm Recovery presented the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for

FLOODING IN NYC AND
CHINA: SOME ISSUES IN

COMMON
By Ida Sanoff
Five years ago, Hurricane Sandy
flooded New York. Since then,
we’ve all attended innumerable
meetings about flood control, Build It
Back, elevating shorelines, elevating
houses, building berms, building
reefs, you name it. But other than
returning Staten Island’s Oakwood
Beach area to a natural state, noth-
ing has been said about prohibiting
or even limiting development in flood
prone areas.

Reportedly, some legislators in vari-
ous parts of the city have asked
about this, but were told that putting
any restrictions on development was
a City Planning downzoning issue
and each community would have to
be evaluated individually. If you



Upcoming Events:

• NRPA will assist with NYC H2O, beach cleanup on Saturday, May 13, 2017 at Plum Beach, Brooklyn from 10 AM to
1 PM. For more information please contact info@nych2o.org.

• NRPA park cleanup on Saturday, May 20, 2017 at the Conference House Park from 9 AM to 12 PM. Meet at the
bottom of Page Avenue. Gloves, trash bags, refreshments provided. Community Service Hours certified.

• NRPA park cleanup on Sunday May 21, 2017 at the Graniteville Forest from 10 AM to 1 PM. Meet at Morrow Street
and Forest Avenue adjacent to the Regal Cinema. Gloves, trash bags, refreshments provided. Community Service
Hours certified.

• NRPA park cleanup on Saturday June 3, 2017 Lemon Creek Park at Sharrott Ave Pier, 9 AM to 12 PM. Gloves,
trash bags, refreshments provided. Community Service Hours certified.

• NRPA monthly meeting on Tuesday, June 6, 2017 at the Blue Heron Nature Center, 7:30 PM.
• NRPA monthly meeting on Tuesday, August 1, 2017 at the Blue Heron Nature Center, 7:30 PM.
• NRPA monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 5, 2017 at the Blue Heron Nature Center, 7:30 PM.
• NRPA monthly meeting on Tuesday, October 3, 2017 at the Blue Heron Nature Center, 7:30 PM.
• NRPA monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 7, 2017 at the Blue Heron Nature Center, 7:30 PM.
• NRPA Holiday Gathering on Tuesday, December 5, 2017 at the Blue Heron Nature Center, 7:30 PM.

Dedicated to preserving the marine environment, the Natural Resources Protec�ve 
Associa�on is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organiza�on.  All contribu�ons are tax deduc�ble.

All memberships expire on December 31, so please renew NOW!
(All memberships paid a�er October 1 will also receive credit for the upcoming year)

Are You A Member? Have You Renewed? Please Join Us NOW!

$15.00 Individual $20.00 Family

$25.00 Organiza�on $100.00 Sponsor (a�er 5 payments you 
become Life�me member)

$500.00 Life�me Member

YES! I/We want to join the fight!

Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:

Mail to: Natural Resources Protec�ve Associa�on
C/O Richard Chan, Treasurer
Post Office Box 050328
Staten Island, NY 10305

Page 5SPRING 2017 NATURAL RESOURCES PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION

the Rebuild by Design “Living Break-
waters” project off the coast of Tot-
tenville, Staten Island. The Living
Breakwaters project calls for con-
struction of reefs with biota textured
to receive oysters and eelgrass, sup-
porting invertebrates and more.

The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) is now released
for public comment. The DEIS cate-
gories included Existing Conditions,
Natural Resources, Traffic, Noise,
Ecology, Marine Resources, Flood-

plain Considerations, an on-shore
Water Hub, for encouraging conser-
vation and stewardship. The Pur-
pose and Need as stated in the DEIS
are:
• Risk Reduction
• Ecological Enhancement
• Social Resilience
The Proposed Activity will increase
habitat availability for approximately
12.7 acres and Living Breakwaters
seeks to create a minimum of 16.8
acres of usable habitat below mean

high water.

The DEIS is found at https://
stormrecovery.ny.gov/living-
Breakwaters-tottenville

Please act quickly if you want your
comments to be part of the DEIS.
You may send your comments to:

Governor's Office of Storm Recovery
25 Beaver Street 5th floor
New York, NY 10004
844-969-7474


