A Publica on of the

Natural Resources Protec ve Associa on
Coali on Against Water Disposal of Contaminated Sediments
Post Oﬃce Box 050328 Staten Island, NY 10305


In Memory of Edward “Kerry” Sullivan

Established in 1977
Executive Director
Ida Sanoff
CAWD
Director
Secretary
Tony Rose
Staten Island Sport Divers
Director
Membership
Newsletter
Richard Chan
NRPA
President
Assistant Secretary
Jim Scarcella
NRPA
NY/NJ Baykeeper
Treasurer
Jack Bolembach
Vice President
Charles Perry
Protectors of Pine Oak
Woods
Assistant Treasurer
John Malizia
S. I. Yacht Club,
S. I. Tuna Club, FCA
TRUSTEES
Dr. Martin Schreibman
Brooklyn College AREAC
Dr. John T. Tanacredi
Molloy College
Cindy Zipf
Clean Ocean Action

JUMPSTART 2021
By Jim Scarcella

Members of NRPA, Protectors of Pine Oak
Woods, Bay Terrace Improvement Group,
Kayak Staten Island, and more gathered
socially distant for the 31st Annual New
Year’s Day Beach Walk on January 1,
2021. The day was temperate, a little
cloudy, and unlike 2020, the wind had
diminished.
The
Staten
Island
Environmental Communicators were on
hand to film the proceedings and enjoy the
day with us.
Jim Scarcella welcomed everyone and
requested a moment of silence for those no
longer with us: Dick Buegler, Lou Figurelli,
George Pratt, Greta Moulton, Norma Herz,
Kerry Sullivan, Herman Zagge, Jack
Latanzio, Richard Manning, Dan Whalen,
Josephine Esposito, Matt Pavis, Alan
Peters, Pete Glissmann, Gloria Deppe,
Vincent Scarcella, Dery Bennett and others.
Cliff Hagen of Protector’s followed Jim and
spoke of the need for us to act together to
make the elected officials aware that our
environment counts and we need protection
for our air, soil, and water. Deputy Borough
President Ed Burke addressed the need to
“act positive” for our treasured parks and
beaches. And Mr. Ralf Peetz of the
Greenbelt Conservancy mentioned that we
now have an opportunity to protect our
environment, ourselves, and our families,
and about how we can find treasure in
nature.
Tony Rose and Kathleen Harris filmed the
participants and the beautiful natural area of
Great Kills Park. There were Herring Gulls
on the beach along with some Brant Geese
that spend the winter along the coast. A
couple of folks collaborated to pick up a bag
of garbage including aluminum cans, plastic
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bags, bottle caps, vinyl gloves, face masks,
fishing gear, an umbrella, plastic forks,
cigarette butts, lighters, and more. At the
water’s edge, the outgoing current revealed a
littoral line of stones, razor clam, scallop,
slipper shells, softshells, and ocean
clamshells. In addition, there were two
beached Menhaden that the Herring Gulls
were about to feast on, I picked them up and
tossed them back into the cool waters of
Lower NY Bay. However, the reason why
some Menhaden become disoriented, swim
sideways then upside down, and beach
themselves is not clear, although it’s not due
to a lack of dissolved oxygen. NYS DEC is
investigating whether pathogens in Menhaden
cause this behavior. Another possible cause
could be soluble calcium chloride, which is
applied to roadways to prevent icing but is
poisonous to marine life.
When we got out to Crookes Point (named for
naturist John Crooke, who once lived at the
Olmsted Beil house), we maintained our
distance and kept masked up during the
distribution of some individual snacks. We
used some paper cups to have juice and
soda, with a toast to celebrate the ban on
Styrofoam and plastic bags. We toasted 2021
while staying socially distant with great hope
for the year and beyond. Some people
headed back along the beach, while many
headed west along the Great Kills Harbor
channel. The ocean channel marker from the
Rockaways is a rusted steel artifact that
weighs a ton and can be climbed from the
beach but watch out for the sharp edges. Bill
Fitzgerald assisted with cleaning up a pile of
docking rope, possibly originating from an
abandoned lobster pot. There were Brant,
American Black Ducks, Scoters, and
Bufflehead Ducks in the Harbor.
We (Nan Smith, Clay Halvorsen, Marlene,
Chuck, Kathleen Harris (Environment TV)
continued along Harbor road and some folks
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Kathleen Harris and Charlie Olsen of
Environment TV were on hand to film
and operate drones to document the
trash and its removal. Rich Brown,
Jack
Bolembach,
Rebecca
Gourigiev, Bill Fitzgerald, Mike
Schnall, Bruce Brock (Mariners
Marsh Conservancy), Glen, Henri,
Katherine Carse, Diane Matyas, and
more folks from Open Water
Swimmers all lent a hand to get the
trash off the beach.

Top - Brant and Black ducks
Bottom - Scoter and Bufflehead ducks

were enjoying New Year’s Day by
kicking some gravel and picking up
some plastic trash. I found an
unopened Quahog (hard clam) that
had been dropped by a Herring Gull,
and Kathleen filmed as I returned it
to the waters adjacent to Moonbeam
(formerly Nickolas) Marina.

We concentrated on the most
northeastern portion of the park, at
the rip rap jetty and cove. The
prevailing currents of the last several
years had landed a ton of litter,
driftwood, and plastic here.

Thank you for supporting NRPA.

On Monday, January 18, 2021, Open
Water Swimmers and Kayak Staten
Island organized a beach clean-up at
Fort Wadsworth Battery (Gen.
Stephen) Weed, Gateway. Because
NRPA is the leader in beach cleanups, we were invited to tag along.

It was a sunny day and mild for
winter. Chuck Perry and I met Roy
Fishman, John Kilcullen, Marlene
Salazar, DB, and Lorie down at the
parking lot, below the Verrazano
campground in the park. Tony Rose,

The next day, Chuck Perry and I
took a bike ride to the same spot.
There was still some residual trash
out on the jetty, but it was unusual to
see the place so clean. It was really
enjoyable and provided a great
sense of gratitude and pride in your
community that Reverend King
would have appreciated.
Get out to a beach cleanup, you'll be
in for a treat.

RICHMOND TERRACE
WATERFRONT PARK
In the middle of winter, the Urban
Park Rangers scheduled a clean-up
at Staten Island’s newest park,
Richmond Terrace Waterfront Park,
Mariners Harbor. NRPA heard about
the event through Environmental
Communicators, led by Kathleen
Harris and the team. The expected
weather for the date of January 30
did not disappoint, it was 25 degrees
Fahrenheit and wonderfully sunny.

This article and NRPA’s efforts for
2021 are dedicated to the memory of
Brenda Scarcella Collins, Mary Ellen
Fishbein,
and
Kara
(Rainser)
McTigue.

By Jim Scarcella

Swimmers encamped to the beach.
Several folks donned wetsuits and
went in for a refreshing swim.

By Jim Scarcella

It was a great day!

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
CLEANUP

Page 2

Bill Fitzgerald and I teamed up to get
fiberglass and dock parts to the
rubbish pile. Included in the debris
was plastic bottles, bottle caps,
cigarette butts, shipping rope, dock
buffer, torn life jackets, a ripped-up
tarpaulin, busted milk crates, traffic
cones, boat decking, a lobster pot,
gallon milk containers, packaging.
strapping
bands,
e-cigarette
packaging, masks, gloves, wipes,
broken toys, a football, stuffed
animal, and more. A curious find was
a strapping band from “Sinotrans
Shia”, presumably a shipping
company. The band had an
overseas Fax number typed on the
back, with the words “Comments
Welcome”. Marlene cleaned up with
one arm holding a leashed “Pike“
and the other with a “reacher” to get
wrappers and cups stuck between
driftwood.
“Cross” and Kathy from the National
Park Service were on hand to handle
the flatbed truck with the fold-down
gate. We lifted the collected debris
up onto the flatbed and “Cross”
packed the trash expertly.
After

the

cleanup,

Open

water

The Rangers set up shop across
from Van Pelt Avenue, a nice
walkway that leads to a beautiful pier
with an overlook of the salt marsh
park. Walking through here is
amazing. I recalled cleanups of this
site by the North Shore Waterfront
Conservancy Blue Streets program
and NRPA President Kerry Sullivan
blazing a trail to the water.

It was a very hardy bunch here in
2021, Ranger Sequist, Kathleen,
Jack Bolembach, Howie Fishbein,
and about 6 more people. Everyone
stayed
masked
and
distant.
Volunteers dug out 5 different
segments of 3-inch width tugboat
rope, traffic cones, two auto tires, a
refrigerator rear panel, plywood, 31
plastic bottles, 4 prescription drug
bottles, 24 bottle caps, straws, teeth
cleaners, a sneaker, a traffic light
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battery and case, clothing, plastic
bags, a rusted steel flywheel, and an
identification stick from “Wetlands
Inc.”. for Eupatorium serotinum, a
salt marsh plant.
Athletics were well represented with
two footballs, a kickball, a tennis ball,
an NYC baseball cap, a wiffleball, a
golf ball and more.
NRPA will be cleaning Richmond
Terrace Waterfront Park on Sunday,
April 18, 2021. Please join NRPA for
the fun and excitement.
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Octopuses are known for their
intelligence. A while back, there was
an octopus in an aquarium in New
Zealand that climbed out of its tank,
slithered across the floor, and into a
drainpipe back to the sea. There are
other tales of captive octopuses who
lift the cover of their tanks, enter
nearby tanks to eat some fish, the
return to their own tanks. But there is
one octopus that I think is the
smartest one of all: The Coconut
Octopus, Amphioctopus marginatus.
The Coconut Octopus is petite,
perhaps three to six inches long and
it’s found in the Pacific. The Coconut
Octopus got its name from its
practice of using coconut shells as
protective dens and for concealment.
The Coconut Octopus can actually
wrap some of its tentacles around a
coconut shell, hold on to the shell
and “walk” across the seafloor on
only two tentacles. And this critter
can really zoom along on those two
tentacles!

CREATURE FEATURE:
COCONUT OCTOPUS
By Ida Sanoff

What do you know about octopuses?
This amazing creature has gotten a
really bad reputation over the
centuries. Some early illustrations
showed enormous “devilfish” that
could wrap a ship in its tentacles and
pull it apart. Some species of Pacific
octopus can grow up to 14 feet
across and weigh about 30 lbs.
There are records of even larger
individuals too. But in truth, it’s a
really remarkable animal that is
harmless to humans.
Many species are found in warm
waters, but there are cold-water
species too, including some that call
the frigid Antarctic home. Some are
found in Atlantic waters and some in
the Pacific.

It is said that this octopus has the
ability to use tools, something we
associate with animals that are
higher up on the evolutionary scale.
While they carry one item around,
they frequently investigate and select
other items for various purposes.
They use shells for concealment too
and there are videos showing the
octopus snuggling into a clamshell
and pulling the other half of the
clamshell over itself.
While the coconut shells provide
concealment from predators, they
also provide a hunting advantage for
the Coconut Octopus. While it is
hidden inside or under its coconut
shell, it can easily reach out and
grab unwary fish or shellfish for an
easy meal.
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Facts - Octolab TV
at https://
octolab.tv/species/coconut-octopus/
and here
Coconut Octopus |
Oceana https://oceana.org/marinelife/cephalopods-crustaceans-othershellfish/coconut-octopus.

WINTER VISIT TO THE
‘BOGS’
By Jim Scarcella

During winter I had the opportunity to
visit an unexplored area of National
Park Service (NPS) Great Kills Park
(GKP) known as the ‘Bogs‘. The
word ‘bogs’ is actually a name for a
freshwater marsh, so in this case,
‘bogs’ is a misnomer. The east shore
portion of GKP is really a salt marsh
estuary of Raritan Bay.
The north parking lot was a road salt
distribution
center
and
two
payloaders were spitting diesel
particulate,
awaiting
the
next
sanitation trucks. There was going to
be some sleet later in the day.
Someone had dumped 6 pairs of
women’s shoes in a snow pile in the
parking lot. However, NPS did a
great job cleaning the lot and the
jogging/walking path.
The usual access to ‘bogs ‘was
closed off because coastal erosion
has created a 12-foot drop at the
end of the path. NPS has put up a
picket fence to keep people away,
but someone (not the writer)
removed 6 feet of the pickets. The
only access is where a tree has
collapsed into the bay. Sand is
stacked against the roots so you can
climb up and down to the marsh.
The immediate area is mud with
some debris, inlets, and coves. The
Fiddler Crab burrows and Ribbed
Mussel colonies are very extensive
and there are large deposits of clay.
The clay outcroppings are so
prominent that College of Staten
Island Geology Professor Alan
Beminoff held field instruction
classes here (in pre-COVID days). It

Check out this wonderful animal.
You can find more info here
Coconut Octopus — Interesting
(continued next page)
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The Bogs
Photo by Staten Island Advance/Paul Liotta

was low tide, the mudflats and
cordgrass were exposed, Canada
Geese and Herring Gulls were
plentiful, and I even saw a
sandpiper. The only sounds were the
geese that alerted each other to my
presence. The beach at the back of
the marsh was mostly covered with
snow, some plastic bags, and stormsavaged cordgrass. After walking
northeast about a half-mile, you
reach the Oakwood Beach Creek
just a quarter-mile from the
Wastewater Treatment Control Plant.
This is where the Army Corps of
Engineers is going to build the levee
and the East Shore Seawall.
Construction is supposed to begin
this year (2021) but we shall see.
There were some interesting finds
along the way: Car parts, a
galvanized steel flashlight, an outlet
receptacle, mineral fluoridates, a firedamaged appliance switch, petrified
wood, 12-inch diameter clay pipe
and a blue Bud Light bottle stem well
sanded (crystallized).

snowstorm, so the municipalities and
authorities applied the calcium
chloride liquid to all the roadways
and bridges to prevent freezing and
accidents. The snows of November
29 and 30 dumped 7 inches of snow
here
on
Staten
Island
and
comparable amounts elsewhere. The
snow was followed by an inch of rain
on December 2 and this runoff
carried through the storm drains and
emptied into our bays and rivers.
The Menhaden (mossbunker) were
subject to excessive chemicals in the
water that caused approximately 2
percent or more of them to have
hemorrhaged eyeballs. The fish
started to swim sideways (referred to
as ‘spinning’) than upside down
(disoriented) and then they became
easy targets for Herring Gulls and
Turkey Vultures (among others).
This sad event continued through
most of December 2020 to New
Year’s Day 2021. NYS DEC
collected specimens and tested but
the results were inconclusive. The
Staten Island Advance carried the
story on the fish kills and testing on
December 17, 2020, and a follow-up
story on January 21, 2021.

New
Jersey
collected
dead
Menhaden from Liberty State Park
and tested more thoroughly. They
found hemorrhages in the fish’s
brain and malignant cells in the
kidney and spleen.
Clean Ocean Action, Baykeeper,
and American Littoral Society are
monitoring chloride levels in our
streams and waterways. Special
thanks
to
Hugh
Carola
of
Hackensack Riverkeeper for staying
with this issue, and for the testing
and preliminary report from Pequest
Aquatic Lab of NJ Division of Fish
and Wildlife. (NJ DEP).
The hemorrhages of menhaden
need further monitoring and perhaps
more judicious use of calcium
chloride for preventing icing of
roadways, bridges, causeways, and
parking lots is warranted.
DOES A FERRY TERMINAL
BELONG IN CONEY ISLAND
CREEK?
Just because you have a shoreline,
should you put a ferry terminal
there? Coney Island residents have
been asking this question for the last
two years and may soon get an
answer.
In 2011, the New York City
Economic Development Corporation
(NYCEDC)
released
a
Comprehensive
Citywide
Ferry
Study. NYCEDC is a unique entity.
It’s a nonprofit that functions as a
city agency and reports to the
Deputy Mayor for Housing and
Economic Development. As its name
suggests, it promotes economic
development, but it also functions as
a real estate development entity for
NYC.

PATHOGENS AND
MENHADEN
By Jim Scarcella

Then about Thanksgiving our area
was to receive a significant

Join NRPA
Today

By Ida Sanoff

Perhaps by 2025, NPS and the Army
Corps of Engineers will fix the
erosion problem and restore access
to the marsh here so people can
enjoy the area safely.

In Mid November 2020, beach
people started to notice the Atlantic
Menhaden (mossbunker) schools
were still around our NY/ NJ Harbor
estuary, while the striped bass
migrants had already left for New
Jersey and the Delaware Bay. It was
a joy to see the mossbunker around,
even if there were no gamefish
chasing them.
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1.

2.

Figures 1 and 2.
In gross necropsy, occasionally
hemorrhage occurred in one or both
eyes of the fish.
Hemorrhage and congestion occurred
most frequently in and around the brain.

New York has a wonderful harbor
and a long maritime history. In
some areas of the city, ferries are a
no-brainer. Crossing the East River
takes only a few minutes by ferry,
rather than a circuitous route by
subway or bus. If you live in
Rockaway,
where
your
only
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transportation option is the awful “A”
train, the ferry is a dream come true.
You can sit back, relax, sip your
latte, work on your laptop, and have
a relaxing commute.
NYCEDC has been very involved
with Coney Island for the last decade
or so, beginning with the Coney
Island Development Plan, which
involved a major rezoning of the
amusement area and surrounding
residential streets. Several new rides
have already opened and some are
currently under construction. Parking
was supposed to be a major part of
the
amusement
area’s
redevelopment plan, but having a car
is no longer politically correct and not
a single parking space has been
provided. Everyone is supposed to
get to Coney by alternative
transportation: Public transit, bicycle,
and now ferries. The great minds
who make these decisions seem
unaware of the difficulties of traveling
with small kids, a diaper bag, a
beach bag, a stroller or two, and
Grandma and her arthritis.
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people to their Manhattan jobs. But
folks quickly figured out that it was a
great way to get to the beach too.
You could board in Manhattan and
for the price of a subway ride, you
could enjoy some onboard snacks,
charge your phone and even buy
sunscreen. Best of all, the trip took
less than an hour. If you look at
ridership statistics for the NY
Waterways Ferry Service, there is a
huge jump in ridership on the
Rockaway line during summer
weekends.
But a ferry terminal for Coney Island
was not among the first or even the
second group of terminals that were
constructed around the city. The
2011 Study as well as subsequent
studies indicated that there were
some major hurdles that had to be
overcome.
Back in the day, before there were
Environmental Impact Statements,
there were several ferries that
docked at various piers on the ocean
side of the Coney Island peninsula.
One pier was so long that it even
had a restaurant on it. Several ferries
operated through the 1930s and at
least one operated through 1964 and
it docked at Steeplechase Pier. The
Pier was partially destroyed in the
Nor’easter of 1992 and when the
Army Corps of Engineers rebuilt it,
they designed it so that it could be
used as a dock for future ferry
service.

But back to the ferry…
The 2011 Study listed Coney Island
as a potential commuter ferry landing
site that could also serve a large
number of recreational users. In
Rockaway, a ferry service was first
pitched as an alternative way to get

Fast forward to 2001. A new minor
league ballpark opened on Surf
Avenue, the main amusement area
in Coney Island. Someone thought it
would be a good idea to take a
gigantic Staten Island Ferry and use
it
to
transport
people
to
Steeplechase Pier for ball games.
Well, it turned out that you can’t just
take a large ship, try to tie it down
when there is nothing suitable to tie it
to, throw out a little gangplank and
expect people to easily walk onto a
pier.
As ferry terminals opened around the
city, NYCEDC kept looking for a site
in Coney Island. They somehow
determined that perhaps 30% of the
time, boats would not be able to
dock at Steeplechase Pier. Some
folks said that the problem was not
the Pier, but the type of ships that
were to be used. But no other info
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was provided. If you look at ferry
service throughout NYC, many lines
are suspended several times each
year because of weather-related
issues. Even the old reliable Staten
Island Ferry sometimes encounters
problems and service can be
delayed or even suspended for a
while. So it’s hard to understand why
potential
service
interruptions
loomed so large in Coney.
That’s when attention turned to
Coney Island Creek.
The Creek has a heavy-duty
industrial past, virtually identical to
that of the Gowanus Canal. Both
had a manufactured gas plant on its
shoreline. Back in the day, the way
you got gas for your gaslights was to
add a bunch of chemicals to coal
and methane gas was released.
Every neighborhood had its own little
gas plant, but they were toxic
messes. All of the chemicals
leached into the soil and washed
into any body of water that was
nearby. There was also an aniline
dye factory (Brooklyn Yarn and Dye)
that operated on the banks of the
Creek through the 1970s. The
Gowanus Canal used to be known
as The Lavender Lake because the
dye plants that operated there
washed their waste into it. Well, it
was no different with the dye factory
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on Coney Island Creek. Many
residents remember orange, purple,
and green water at the end of the
day. Naval ships were built at local
shipyards along the Creek and
through the 1970s, ships were also
demolished at sites along the
shoreline. There were scrap metal
yards on the Creek’s shoreline, a
cement plant, and loads of illegal
dumping too.
Several sites were considered for
ferry service along Coney Island
Creek. Many people said that the
best location was one near West 21st
Street, which would provide an easy
walk to the amusement area. But this
location was rejected because it
would be prohibitively expensive and
difficult to remove enough of the
toxic silt from the creek bottom to
provide adequate depth for a ferry.
Coney Island is one of the few
places in NYC where there are large
tracts of either open land or vacant,
rundown buildings. Although the
community has long fought for
affordable
housing,
market-rate
developments are coming in too.
According to reliable sources, a
developer hired lobbyists to push for
a ferry terminal on the far western
end of Coney Island.
All of a sudden, there was a miracle!
NYCEDC found a location for a ferry
terminal! And lo and behold, it was
on the far western end of Coney
Island Creek. But is that really the
best place to construct a ferry

Coney Island Creek Ship Graveyard
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terminal?
Amazingly, nature has been kind to
Coney Island Creek, at least at its
western end. The placid water
attracts many swimmers and it’s a
popular
spot
for
educational
programs and religious events,
including baptisms. Sand keeps
migrating from the southern, ocean
side of the peninsula to the northern,
bayside as a result of a poorly
designed
groin
project.
Consequently, a lovely beach has
formed, with a vegetated shoreline
and many trees. The sand keeps
coming and coming and coming
through and all attempts to hold it
back
have
not
really
been
successful. As a result, a large sand
spit has formed that extends into the
middle of the Creek. It’s a popular
fishing location, so popular that
many fish probably end up in local
markets where live fish are sold. The
best thing about all of this new clean
sand piling up is that it has very likely
covered up the toxic sediments that
are a legacy from the Creek’s
industrial past.
So right in the middle of where
people are swimming and fishing,
NYCEDC wants to construct a ferry
terminal. This major transportation
hub would be located in Kaiser Park,
which borders the shoreline. It has a
fairly new running track, a fishing
pier, nice barbecue areas, and tennis
courts. And it is very, very popular
with local residents. Many families
rely on the open green space of
Kaiser Park as their primary
recreational area. But NYCEDC
wants to put a ferry terminal right
smack in the middle of this park. Oh
yes, in return they’ll rehab the fishing
pier and they’ll plant a few bushes to
try to camouflage the electrical
panels for their ferry terminal. The
terminal itself which will probably
service tens of thousands of people
coming and going on a hot summer
weekend, will not have any restroom
facilities.
In order to construct this terminal,
pilings will be sunk, which will stir up
the toxic silt below the clean sand.
Dredging will have to be done too,
which will remove the new sand that
has covered the toxic silt. All of this
will happen only a few hundred feet
from where people are in the water
and kids are playing in the sand,
Once the silt layer is exposed, the

Page 6

toxins will be uncovered and easily
dispersed into the water, for an
unknown period of time, until nature
again covers it with clean sand. As
soon as the sand piles up a bit, the
Creek will probably be too shallow
for the ferry and the sand will be
dredged, exposing the toxins again.
There is another troubling piece to
this plan. Calvert Vaux Park forms
the northern shoreline of Coney
Island Creek. Dredging will be done
close to its shoreline. But this isn’t
your run-of-the-mill public park. It’s
almost entirely landfill, created from
material
excavated
during
construction of the Verrazano
Bridge, which also included the
remains of Fort Lafayette. This
military installation was established
in the early 19th century and was
used throughout World War II as a
munitions supply and transfer area.
As recently as ten years ago,
several hundred anti-aircraft shells
and other munitions were found in
the waters near where Fort Lafayette
once stood. The scary thing is that
even though they have been
underwater for fifty years or more,
they can still detonate. And we don’t
know if any munitions were
inadvertently incorporated into the
construction of the park. Will the
slope of the park be undermined
when dredging is done? Will
anything be disturbed and go
BOOM?

The Yellow Submarine of Coney Island
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And this is just the shortlist of the
potential
problems
with
this
proposed location for a ferry
terminal.
People are saying that Coney Island
Creek is a really bad choice for a
ferry terminal and it's time to take
another look at a landing on the
ocean side of the Coney peninsula.
NRPA recently submitted comments
to the Army Corps of Engineers
requesting a public hearing on the
construction of this terminal. We will
let you know if it happens.

GREENWASHING AND THE
MYTH OF PLASTIC
RECYCLING
By Tony Rose

Greenwashing – Definition: A
corporate spin in which public
relations
and
marketing
are
deceptively used to persuade the
public that an organization’s product,
aims or policy are environmentally
friendly. Conversely, data can be
manipulated and deployed to lessen
the public’s confidence in a specific
public policy or legislative initiative.
Greenwashing is often used to fend
off pending legislation or oversight
as well as consumer outrage and
criticism. It can lead to skepticism of
legitimate green claims.

One major area that many consider
greenwashing,
despite
hopeful
optimism and much work done in
good faith, is plastic recycling.
Ross Polk, writing in GreenBiz,
states, “After 50 years of existence,
recycling has proved to be an utter
failure at staving off environmental or
social catastrophe. It neither helps
cool a warming planet nor averts
ecosystem
destruction
and
biodiversity loss.”
One third of all plastic produced is
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recyclable (in practical terms, even
less). Recycling can’t save us. It is
cheaper to use virgin material in
plastic production and it also results
in a superior product. In 2017, it is
estimated 8.4% of plastic was
recycled.
While it also has problems, the
recycling of paper and cardboard
has moved forward with greater
success. It is easier, economical
and financial incentives insure it will
continue.
People have often
wondered what, besides American
jobs, is in the containers on the deck
and in the hold of those huge ships
outbound in the Kill Van Kull. They
came into the country bearing
sneakers and laptops and TV’s. On
the way back to China and Malaysia
and Singapore, the containers are
filled with paper and cardboard
which will be processed and filled
once more with consumer goods for
the US market.
Plastic, not so much. In 2018, after
taking 700,000 tons of American
recyclables annually, China feared
being buried in trash it could not
process. China banned junk imports
except for 99.5% clean, pure plastic.
Recycling is an exploitative industry,
dependent on cheap, unskilled labor.
It is toxic, dangerous work, best
done by disposable, replaceable
workers.
Deciding not to burn
plastics which can release dioxins
and PCB’s, communities pay the
recycling industry to transport the
material to Asian/Pacific regions–
where it is often just burned. Copper
and other useful materials from
computers and bulk wiring are
retrieved by burning off the plastic
insulation in steel drums on the
beach. The health concerns are
obvious except to those on the other
side of the planet who preen, “I
recycled all my stuff.”

Make Less Stuff
Two concepts to help wean us off
the consume/recycle merry-go-round
are circular design and green
chemistry.
Years ago, televisions were made to
last forty years. Parts were qualitybuilt
and
easily
replaceable.
Consumer goods were well-built and
durable. Some televisions still work
80 years after they were built. We
prefer color television, now, and
have been conditioned to expect 4K
TV. We can’t wait for 8K TV’s. We
will put last year’s flat screen out to
the curb while we wait for Amazon to
bring us the new machine which will
let us see Aaron Judge’s nose hairs.
We call this “progress.”
Circular design involves the first two
R’s of the environmental Big Three;
Reduce/Re-use/Recycle.
Note
recycle is the last option among the
three.

ALL DUES HAVE EXPIRED ON
DECEMBER 31st.
PLEASE SEND IN YOUR 2021
MEMBERSHIP DUES IF YOU
HAVE NOT DONE SO.
RENEWAL FORM ON PAGE 10
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
SUPPORT!

We violate the three R’s with
impunity: without even thinking.
New York has award-winning water
piped directly to us from mountain
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stream aquifers in the Catskills a
hundred miles away. It is safe,
cheap and easily accessible.
Still, we go to the store, pay money
to get water in a plastic bottle made
with polyethylene terephthalate, a
known
endocrine
disrupter.
Phthalates trick the body into
believing they are hormones and
interfere with reproduction and
neurological function.
By some
estimates, Americans eat the
equivalent of a credit card worth of
plastic each month, some sources
estimate, each week. Pacifiers are
now produced without phthalates
which were used to make the plastic
softer.
Additionally, this water, (some
brought from as far away as Fiji!)
caused diesel fuel to be burned while
being transported by ships and
trucks, greenhouse gases to be
released while drilling for the
petroleum from which it’s bottle was
made, energy to be consumed by
production and storage facilities and
water drawn from areas where clean,
safe water may be at a premium.
This activity enabled privileged
people to pay for water for which
they already have an established
access and, through their tax dollars
and user fees; have already paid for.
After the water is consumed (or not.
Many bottles are discarded after they
have been opened and been partially
drunk, or not at all.), the bottle is
discarded; put in the trash, tossed to
the side of the road, burned or
placed in the blue recycling bin. The
last option is the one least exercised.
We will pick it up off the beach.
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the Mississippi River, the bottom of a
funnel encompassing huge areas of
agricultural and industrial runoff.
They display the country’s highest
incidence of liver cancer.
For most of us, though, with access
to safe, cheap municipal supplies,
bottled water is a privileged,
uneconomical,
environmentally
outrageous abuse of the planet.

Green chemistry involves the use of
safe, renewable alternatives to
petroleum-derived chemicals. There
exists cellulose-based cutlery that
are compostable and avoid the use
of plastic spoons, forks and sporks.
In some situations, single use
tableware may be the most sensible
option, but where we can avoid
plastic, we should. Plates are made
of the same material. Using their
spent grain and hops, a California
brewery has developed an edible six
-pack ring that, instead of killing sea
turtles, feeds them.
Google edible six-pack rings.

These options are more expensive
than plastic, but with wider usage,

We can reduce consumption by
saving money with a reusable water
bottle.
Certainly, residents of Flint need
access to alternative water supplies.
New Orleans draws its water from
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economies of scale will reduce that
gap. While a small portion of a tiny
fraction of plastic usage, replacing
plastic straws with paper has raised
public
consciousness
of
the
problem.
Reduced consumption of products
may prove more beneficial than
recycling. Consumers must demand
an end to planned obsolescence.
The pull of advertising and
influencers cause energy use,
manufacturing costs and resource
consumption. Packaging represents
40% of all plastic use. Consumer
choice is powerful. Buyers must
demand reusable or biodegradable
packaging. We can already see
some manufacturers using paper
mâché or cardboard packing inserts
instead of Styrofoam.
Recycling codes have been cited as
a major example of greenwashing,
“Any plastic with a number in that
little triangle can be recycled.” With
some truth there, the devil is in the
details.
Petrochemical plastic producers
introduced the seven numbers to
denote the kinds of plastic being
used and how they should be
recycled.
1 is polyethylene
terephthalate (PET) and is the main
ingredient in water bottles. 2 is highdensity polyethylene like that used in
milk containers.
They are the
easiest to recycle. 3 is polyvinyl
chloride (PVC) which along with 4,
low-density polyethylene, can also
be recycled, but not as easily. The
problem is that each category must
be separate and processed apart
from the others. That’s not likely to
happen.
The establishment of
codes was an attempt to make
buyers believe that plastic was
infinitely re-usable. A little reflection
might make us question why oilproducers would be so amenable to
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re-using products that would prevent
them pumping and selling more oil.
A little more reflection would reveal
to us that they knew that was never
going to happen.
More monitoring and verification are
needed. Whether that is done by
government or independent bodies
remains to be determined. Shell and
BP run endless commercials touting
their efforts in biofuels and
renewables while these compose
less than one percent of their
operation. Again, why would they
promote renewable energy when
burning their product allows them to
send a bill every month?
A more aggressive approach is
Green scamming.
Mysterious
foundations and shadowy websites
supported by the fossil fuel industry
emit sketchy reports and attempt to
intimidate researchers investigating
climate change.
By questioning
new, green processes they try to
defuse attempts to legislate cleaner,
more resilient production and usage.
The Union of Concerned Scientists
published a downloadable list of
climate
denial
propaganda
organizations. Forty-three of them
were funded by Exxon. The oil and
gas industry has hired the PR firms
that kept Big Tobacco out of court for
decades. They have also enlisted
former military intelligence officers
who developed asymmetric warfare
techniques to win the hearts and
minds of foreign allies and
opponents.
The public will have to become
committed, more sophisticated and
better educated in order to exercise
responsible choices and shape
public policy more effectively.

COMMON RECYCLABLES
By Richie Chan

Deciding to recycle items is just the
first step, you also want to make
sure the items are recycled correctly.
Paper
Paper makes up 23 percent of
municipal
solid
waste
(trash)
generated each year, more than any
other material. Americans recycled
about 68 percent of the paper they
used in 2018. This recovered paper
is used to make new paper products,
saving trees and other natural
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resources. When you go shopping,
look for products that are made from
recycled paper.
Gift Wrap and Gift Bags
If you use gift wrap, look to find a
type that can be recycled or that is
made from recycled content. You
can also reduce waste by using
decorative boxes that do not require
wrapping and that can be recycled. A
lot of gift wrap isn’t recyclable
because of the coating on the paper,
which is often shiny and laminated.
Batteries
Dry-Cell Batteries are used in a
variety of electronics and include
alkaline and carbon zinc (9-volt, D,
C, AA, AAA), mercuric-oxide (button,
some cylindrical and rectangular),
silver-oxide and zinc-air (button), and
lithium (9-volt, C, AA, coin, button,
rechargeable) batteries. Look for instore recycling bins or community
collection events to dispose of these
batteries.
You should also tape one end of the
battery to prevent a fire hazard when
disposing old batteries.
Plastics
More than 35 million tons of plastics
were generated in the United States
in 2018, which was about 12 percent
of the waste stream. Only 8.7
percent of plastics were recycled in
2018. Some types of plastics are
recycled much more than others.
Most community recycling programs
accept some, but not all, types of
plastics. Look for products made
from recycled plastic materials.
Glass
Glass, especially glass food and
beverage
containers,
can
be
recycled over and over again. In the
United States in 2018, 12.3 million
tons of glass were generated, 25
percent of which was recovered for
recycling. Making new glass from
recycled glass is typically cheaper
than using raw materials. Most
curbside
community
recycling
programs accept different glass

Your use of Amazon Smile
supports NRPA
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colors and types mixed together,
and then glass is sorted at the
recovery facility. Check with your
local program to see if you need to
separate your glass or if it can be
mixed together.
Used Oil
Never dump your used motor oil
down the drain — the used oil from
one oil change can contaminate one
million gallons of fresh water. By
recycling your used oil, you not only
help keep our water supply clean,
but
help
reduce
American
dependence on foreign oil. It takes
42 gallons of crude oil, but only one
gallon of used oil, to produce 2.5
quarts of new motor oil. Many
garages and auto-supply stores that
sell motor oil also accept oil for
recycling.
Household Hazardous Waste
Leftover household products that
contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable, or
reactive ingredients are considered
to be household hazardous waste
(HHW). Products such as paints,
cleaners,
oils,
batteries,
and
pesticides that contain potentially
hazardous
ingredients
require
special care when you dispose of
them. HHW may be dangerous to
people or bad for the environment if
poured down the drain, dumped on
the ground, or thrown out with
regular trash.
What you can do:
Try to reduce your purchases of
these products and look for
alternative, non-hazardous products.
When you do need to dispose of
these products, look for special
collection events in your community
or permanent collection centers.
Sometimes businesses that sell
these products will also accept them
for recycling.
If you have to dispose of HHW, first
check with your local waste
management agency to see what
rules apply in your community.
Tires
Most garages are required to accept
and recycle your used tires when
you have new ones installed. You
may be able to return used tires to
either a tire retailer or a local
recycling facility that accepts tires.

NATURAL RESOURCES PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION

SPRING 2021

Page 10

Schedule of Events:
NRPA Calendar All events, including face to face monthly meetings are TENATIVE
due to COVID-19, please call Jim Scarcella to confirm - 718-873-4291
Saturday, March 27, 2021, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, NRPA beach cleanup at Oakwood Beach Park, Tarlton Ave Beach.
COVID 19 protocol, Clean Up with gloves, bags, refreshments provided, community service certified, sponsored by NYC
Green Recovery Fund. Info: Jim, 718-873-4291.
Tuesday, April 6, 2021, 7:30 PM, (Tentative) NRPA monthly meeting at SIUH North, 475 Seaview Avenue, Regina
McGuinn Center, 2nd floor or by Zoom video meeting if still COVID 19 protocol.
Sunday, April 18, 2021, 10 AM to 1:00 PM, NRPA Waterfront Park Cleanup at Richmond Terrace. Meet at Van Name
Avenue and Richmond Terrace, across from the VFW Post, gloves, bags, refreshments provided, community service
certified, sponsored by NYC Green Recovery Fund, info Tony Rose, nobends@aol.com, or Jim Scarcella, 718-8734291.
Saturday, April 24, 2021, 10 AM to 1:00 PM, Snug Harbor Shoreline Beach Clean Up sponsored with UAU Global
Youth Empowerment Day. Meet where Snug Harbor Road intersects Richmond Terrace near 1000 Richmond Terrace.
Join NRPA, UAU, and the Snug Harbor caretakers for a shoreline cleaning and Earth Day celebration at the Kill van Kull
River. Gloves, bags and refreshments provided, masks and distancing required. Info: Jim Scarcella, 718-873-4291.
Saturday, May 1, 2021, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, NRPA beach cleanup at the Conference House Park Beach. Meet at
Satterlee Street and Hylan Boulevard, Tottenville with NYC H2O, NYC Parks, and Councilperson Borelli. Gloves, bags,
food and refreshments provided. Community service certified. Info: Jim, 718-873-4291.
Tuesday, May 4, 2021, 7:30 PM, (Tentative) NRPA monthly meeting at SIUH North, 475 Seaview Avenue, Regina
McGuinn Center, 2nd floor or by Zoom video meeting if still COVID 19 protocol.
Saturday, May 29, 2021, 9:00 AM to 12 PM, Coastal Classroom beach cleanup at Lemon Creek Park, Seguine Avenue
with NYC H20. Sponsored by CPF Green Recovery Fund and NY/NJ Baykeeper. Gloves, bags, refreshments provided,
Community service certified. Info: Jim Scarcella, 718-873-4291.
Tuesday, June 1, 2021, 7:30 PM, (Tentative) NRPA monthly meeting at SIUH North, 475 Seaview Avenue, Regina
McGuinn Center, 2nd floor or by Zoom video meeting if still COVID 19 protocol.
Saturday, June 5, 2021, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, NRPA beach cleanup TBD. Gloves, bags, refreshments provided, Community service certified. Info: Jim Scarcella, 718-873-4291.

Dedicated to preserving the marine environment, the Natural Resources Protective
Association is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. All contributions are tax deductible.
All memberships expire on December 31, so please renew NOW!
(All memberships paid after October 1 will also receive credit for the upcoming year)
Are You A Member? Have You Renewed? Please Join Us NOW!
$15.00 Individual
$25.00 Organization
$500.00 Lifetime Member

$20.00 Family
$100.00 Sponsor (after 5 payments
you become Lifetime member)

YES! I/We want to join the fight!
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Mail to:

Email:
Natural Resources Protective Association
C/O Richard Chan, Treasurer
Post Office Box 050328
Staten Island, NY 10305

Join NRPA today

