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In Memory of Edward “Kerry” Sullivan
PROGRESS ON THE LIVING
BREAKWATERS AT
TOTTENVILLE

By Karen E. Lund

October 29 will mark the 10th anniversary
of Hurricane Sandy’s landfall at Brigantine,
New Jersey. By the time the storm reached
the New York City area, it was technically a
post-tropical storm with hurricane-force
winds of about 75 mph, technically a
Category 1 storm. When it merged with a
low-pressure system that had been moving
eastward into the region it also became
known as “Superstorm Sandy.”
The damage Sandy wrought in the United
States was estimated to be in the range of
$50 billion dollars. 147 lives were lost,
including 43 (some sources say 44) in New
York City, 23 of them in Staten Island.
Despite being a Category 1 storm, it made
landfall head-on during a high tide. In the
New York and New Jersey region, the worst
damage was done by the storm surge, not
wind and rain. The surge pushed up to 14
feet of water ashore (at Tottenville),
overtopping and sometimes destroying
berms throughout Staten Island and driving
flood waters inland of Hylan Boulevard something that in the past had seemed
unthinkable.
Some of the damage took years to repair,
and some of it will never be repaired. Many
Staten Island homeowners accepted buyout
offers to leave their homes, including more
than 140 in Oakwood Beach. That
neighborhood is slated to become a park.
As clean-up progressed after Sandy the
slogan “Build Back Better” was repeated
often. But what did “better” mean?
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In some cases, it meant elevating homes,
especially in South and Midland Beaches,
above the height of flood waters (we hope).
Where berms had failed to contain the surge,
bigger and broader berms, and floodwalls are
being built. Wolfe’s Pond, which drained into
Raritan Bay when Sandy destroyed its berm,
has a new, stronger wall.

While nearly all efforts to protect Staten Island
have focused on land-based projects, in
Tottenville something new is being built off the
coast: Living Breakwaters. The plan is to build
a series of concrete and rock breakwaters
that will intercept incoming storm surges
before they reach land. Unlike seawalls and
berms that attempt to block surges entirely,
breakwaters aim to dissipate incoming waves
so that their impact on the land is less severe.
Construction of the Living Breakwaters began
in the Summer of 2021 and is now visible
above the water’s surface. On recent walks,
at Conference House Park and nearby
beaches, I was able to take some
photographs of the work in progress.

A crane picks up a rock that will become part
of the Living Breakwaters from a barge:
The crane then lowers the rock into place on
one of the Living Breakwaters.
A temporary berm is visible in the foreground.
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CEDAR GROVE 2022

By Jim Scarcella

In June 2022, NRPA teamed up with
Borough President Fossella’s “Don’t
Trash on Me” campaign and United
Activities Unlimited, to clean a
quarter mile of Cedar Grove Beach
in New Dorp. We got off to a little
rough start with some rain, but
fortunately, we had the tent and
enthusiastic volunteers!
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The Herring Gulls sounded off, there
were Brant, and a Double-crested
Cormorant was diving for fish
nearby.
The garbage included a shipping
pallet, dog poop bags, straws,
clothing, sneakers, tongs, lobster
trap markers, tugboat rope, food
wrappers, cigarette butts, straws,
glass beer bottles, DEP wastewater
soap, and more. We also found a
yellow ID tag from a Juniper Gold
Lace plant that indicated it cost
$50.00.
Our team picked up 125 lbs. of trash
and recycled an additional 5 lbs. of
aluminum and glass.

Breakwaters that are already in
place:

Andre and his team from the Parks
Department helped us transport
supplies to the logistics center, we
signed up and got out onto the
stormy beach.

The big question, of course, is how
much are breakwaters able to
reduce the damage caused by the
next big hurricane or nor’easter that
strikes Staten Island? Most of us are
in no hurry to find out.
For more information about the
Living
Breakwaters:
https://
StormRecovery.NY.gov/livingbreakwaters-tottenville
https://www.RebuildByDesign.org/
work/funded-projects/livingbreakwaters/
https://www.ASLA.org/
sustainablelandscapes/
breakwaters.html
If you want to visit: The construction
of Living Breakwaters is visible from
Conference House Beach and the
trails above it. Start at the Visitor’s
Center and walk towards the “South
Pole” as shown on the map (https://
www.NYCgovParks.org/parks/R006/
map/
ConferenceHousebrochure.pdf).
The barges move as construction
progresses, but they will be clearly
visible as you approach.

Vin Rocconova, Robert Trocciola,
Howie Fishbein, Chuck Perry,
Zsakee Lewis, Nicole Doz, Johnny
Benedetto, Ian Granda, and Anthony
“Tony” Rose were out in full force.
Tiffany Aurelio and Ian picked up
food packaging wrappers and gloves
and masks. Jim Scarcella worked to
pick up straws and dog poop bags.
Someone found a deceased turtle
carcass and it may have been a redeared slider. Horseshoe Crab eggs
were bound to Agardh red algae
strands, awaiting fertilization by the
male Horseshoe Crab. The beach at
Cedar Grove is comparable to the
Rockaways and Sandy Hook, it’s
removed
from
traffic
and
construction noise and fairly isolated.

Join us for our next adventure.
Thank you!

PARKS SHORELINE
PLANNING

By Jim Scarcella

In late June 2022, Parks Dept held
an online Zoom meeting to discuss
the future of Staten Island’s East
Shore, specifically South Beach,
Midland Beach, New Dorp Beach,
Cedar Grove Beach, and Oakwood
Beach. The objective was to receive
input on the future of these parks
after the Army Corps of Engineers
builds the ‘Line of Protection’ which
will be a constructed sea wall of steel
sheeting, rip rap, boulders and a
wide path to be built on it.
Our facilitator was Ms. Jennifer
Miller, the consultant. Commissioner
Lynda Ricciardone, Sherry Diamond
from Congresswoman Malliotakis’
office,
Giuseppe
from
Councilmember David Carr’s office
and many more were present.
We were invited to breakout
sessions and each focused on one
segment of the Line of Protection.
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Our particular group focused on
Oakwood Beach, and I’m quite
familiar with Kissam Avenue and
Tarlton Street, NRPA has cleaned
there a dozen times. Commissioner
Lynda Ricciardone was in this
particular
workgroup,
and
we
discussed a new recreation area at
Tarlton Street, Oakwood Beach, with
benches and portable bathrooms,
walking paths,and illustrations of
nature.

Fox Beach Cleanup, March 19, 2022
Submitted by Joseph Marchetta
Eagle’s nest on Richmond Avenue

Before Memorial Day weekend, I
took a bike ride to Gateway Park,
and the on-shore winds created
waves with one-foot crests, the wave
height is directly proportional to the
wind speed. The water was
refreshing at 60 degrees Fahrenheit.

With a 17-foot height at the top, it will
take fairly long approach ramps to
reach the walking and biking paths of
the Line of Protection.

Many people advocated for soccer
fields and pickleball courts near
Midland and South Beaches. Joseph
McAllister of the South Beach Civic
Association
submitted
a
comprehensive list of requested
improvements.
The
Parks
Department
team
including
consultants,
took
all
of
our
comments under advisement.
Ms. Miller of Parks will be
coordinating
additional
planning
meetings as the process moves
forward. We thank the Parks Dept for
their efforts to address community
concerns.
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bright orange eyes and was
beautiful. Then there were some wild
weather days where it hit 90 degrees
around May 20. People were out
planting gardens and caring for their
lawns, and NRPA was out cleaning
trash from our shorelines.

South near the Richmond Avenue
bridge over the creek August 3,
2022, by Glenn Tobjy.

SUMMER 2022

By Jim Scarcella

In May, Chuck Perry and I biked
down to Fort Wadsworth and we saw
a Red-bellied Woodpecker in the

On Saturday, May 28, Kayak Staten
Island, Alice Austen House, and the
Krogh Schmidt family celebrated the
life and times of Jaqueline Krogh,
who was a genetic scholar, avid
kayaker and supporter of arts and
sciences. There were moving
tributes and then some nice music
from Jackie’s ex-husband and her
son Steen Schmidt. It was a
beautiful memorial for a great person
who will be missed. TJ Smolka and
Annette Mae Pierce are now leading
Kayak Staten Island with help from
the Gowanus Dredgers.
Later that day, I was down by Great
Kills Harbor. A young woman was

MEMBER PHOTOS

wooded area behind the beach. It
was a cool, nasty day. At low tide by
Battery Weed, we heard and saw an

Join NRPA
Today

observing a Horseshoe Crab that
was struggling to regain its balance
at the surf line. We collected the
primordial creature and were able to
remove about 8 ounces of encrusted
barnacles
from
the
carapace
(rounded shell). We released the
Horseshoe Crab and a little later, I
saw the animal moving in three-footdeep estuary waters, enjoying his
newfound freedom of mobility.
The next day I took a bike ride down
to Miller Field, New Dorp Beach,
Cedar Grove and Oakwood Beach.
There were Starlings and Red
Winged Blackbirds around, and
great weather.

American

Oystercatcher.

It

had
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On Memorial Day weekend, we paid
private tribute to all of our Veterans
and shared prayers for all members
of our Armed Forces. Also, I saw a
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In recognition of World Oceans Day,
June 8, 2022, I picked up 3 lbs. of
trash off Fort Wadsworth beach,
including
cellophane
wrappers,
cigarette butts, straws, Dunkin
Donuts packaging, Coors Lite can,
Budweiser bottles, and masks. The
overnight brought some significant
rain. I rode to Miller Field beach in
the afternoon with a strong west
wind and cleaned plastic bags,
crumpled plastic cups, and more
cigarette butts.
The Summer Solstice weekend
came up quickly, and my friend and
NRPA member Tony Blasi and I rode
our bikes down Seaview Avenue.
We took the bike path up into Fort
Wadsworth, but this time we kept
going, back to Bay Street, with a
quiet ride on some hill, up to Von
Briessen Park. This park, in
Rosebank, has spectacular views of
New York Harbor.
In July, predictably things heated up
a bit. On July 4, we saw an Eastern

Killdeer with its banded, disguised
face searching for insects on the
sloped lawn at Hudson Loop
campground. We met up with
James, TJ, and Annette from Kayak
Staten Island. They were returning
from a paddle to Hoffman Island, a
manmade island in our estuary.
Visit KayakStatenIsland.org for more
information about free kayaking
excursions on Staten Island.
The next day was the last day of
May 2022, the temperature shot up
to 92 degrees Fahrenheit. My son
Christopher and I took a bike ride to
Cedar Grove Beach where the
beach was open for sunbathing and
swimming. The water was cool and
refreshing.

beach, I saw a woman dressed as
Thor’s sidekick Jane Foster (played
by Natalie Portman) in full ‘Love n
Thunder’
costume,
being
photographed for a portfolio addition.
The beach had a few swimmers and
the old dock supply pile field had
Double-crested Cormorants, terns,

and a black-backed gull. The water
was cool and refreshing. The beach
had some garbage, I used a blue
beach pail to pick up cigarillo’s butts,
face masks, clear plastic bags, 6
straws, 10 plastic bottle caps, a
‘Twix’’ wrapper, empty pistachios
packaging, a 16 Oz. “Bud” can, a full
Flagship “Pumpkin Spice Latte”,
beer, and water bottle labels, and
more. On my way off the beach, I
saw Thor’s “Jane Foster” in full
battle regalia with shield and sword
in the coastal forest, being coached
by the photographer.
In mid-July, I went for a swim at the
fort, on my way back to shore I
stepped on a Calico Crab and

Cottontail rabbit along the bike path.
On July 8 the first Monarch butterfly
was seen.
Also, the Spotted Lanternfly nymphs
started to show up in many Staten

momentarily
suffered
the
consequences. The lack of rain has
limited CSO discharge so the waters
are better for swimmers.

On the first day of June, it was 30
degrees cooler, we started at Miller
Field and rode to Oakwood Beach.
The little flowers (Fiorella) were in
bloom by Miller Field.
By June 3rd the water temperature
had reached a balmy 61 degrees
Fahrenheit. On Saturday, June 4th,
Kayak Staten Island had a
successful water excursion at Page
Avenue, Tottenville, getting 60
people out on the water.
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There is much to enjoy by our
shorelines, get outside and take it all
in.
Island backyards. These invasives
destroyed Maple, apple, and cherry
trees, amongst others. We are
instructed to kill them on sight.
In mid-July, I went for a swim at
Miller Field. Walking towards the

LETTER TO DEC

By Linda Cohen

The following letter was sent to DEC
regarding an application to build a
storage facility in tidal wetlands:
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August 10, 2022
Dear Ms. Greco,
I oppose issuing an article 25 tidal
wetland permit to build a storage
facility at 4965 Arthur Kill Rd (B 7983
L 100) for the following reasons:
1. I believe that lot 100 should be
included
in
the
Mill
Creek
Bluebelt. This lot abuts Mill Creek
and Arthur Kill waterways. Since lot
110 (immediately north of this lot and
farther away from Mill Creek) is
already part of the Mill Creek
Bluebelt, it is sensible to include this
lot as well.
2. Block/lot 7983/100 is within a tidal
wetland area.
As our storms
continue to increase in number and
intensity, our tidal wetlands are
needed more than ever for
stormwater control and floodwater
absorption.
There
are
many
residents in this area and new
homes are being built as well.
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expansive views need to be
preserved for community benefits
and not become a 4-story storage
facility. I hope that government
agencies can join forces to provide
equity in waterfront access and
sustainability for this community.
Thank you very much for your
consideration.
Linda Cohen, Great Kills, SI, NY.

A DAY ON THE BAY 2022

By Jim Scarcella

In July 2022, we had the chance to
do the Hobie cat pedal sail,
launching at Gateway Great Kills
Park boat ramp. I picked up my
nephew John Scarcella Jr. and a
sandwich, Clamato beverages and
we met Capt. Charles Perry at the
ramp. We donned our life vests and
when we walked to the ramp, the

3. There continues to be a pattern of
alienating local residents of the north
and west shores of SI from their
waterfronts. As City and State govt.
agencies tout equity in waterfront
access, there is barely any on this
entire shoreline. Allowing another
storage facility to be built on our
waterfront will further divorce us from
waterfront views and waterfront
access. This recent study published
by NYC DCP validates this:
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/
c62dbca5a3a14189b8284ad41b6ca
7e9
Please deny a permit to this
applicant. Lot 100 is a very
significant lot for the protection it
offers from flooding. Its beautiful

Occasionally we would see the Least
Tern and Laughing Gull diving for
silversides (spearing). The breeze
filled the sail, we unrolled the canvas
and got John Jr. safely out on the
lamas (pontoon). We tacked near the
steel-hulled ‘Anthemia’ and went
across
to
Port
Regalle
condominiums and marina.
On our next pass, we sounded the
Great Kills Harbor channel navigable
depth of 3 feet at mean low tide
(dangerously
low).
Fortunately,
Congresswoman Malliotakis and
Senator Schumer have secured
funding for the Army Corps of
Engineers to dredge the harbor
channel to its navigable depth of 10
feet.

The NYC Flood Hazard Mapper from
NYC DCP, below, indicates an
increased risk to businesses and
residents in this area:
The NYC Flood Hazard Mapper
(arcgis.com)
https://dcp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/
webappviewer/index.html?
id=1c37d271fba14163bbb52051715
3d6d5
As NYC builds thousands of Green
Infrastructure projects to combat
extreme rainfall, rising temperatures,
storm surges, and sea-level rise, let
us not allow the destruction of what
we already have.
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come up with a fish in their beak for
its gullet.

foraging Norway rats were so
surprised that one of them jumped in
the water for a paddle swim. The
other two scrambled along the
longitudinal bulkhead tie-back beam
and hid in the damp cavern between
the riprap.
We expertly shimmied the pedal sail
vessel over to the floating dock leg
and, one by one boarded the boat by
landing butt-first in our seats. We
hooked up the lanyard line to the sail
and pedaled off. There were a
multitude of peanut bunkers (baby

menhaden) swimming and eating the
excess nutrients in the water.
Cormorants were diving and trying to

Once out on the bay, we were able
to see Crescent Beach, Retford
Beach, Pollion Beach, and Wolfes
Pond Park beach. Our friends at IS
7, teachers Etan Goldberg and
Gerianne Dalton, have the IS 7
Science Class as stewards of Wolfes
Pond Park beach, Bravo!
The water temperature on the bay
seemed
to
match
the
air
temperature,
at
74
degrees
Fahrenheit. Notably missing were
the Menhaden and corresponding
attacks from Bluefish, but the tide
and lack of current could have
contributed, at least on July 11.
We had a nice run, tacked the vessel
off of Annadale beach, and headed
back to the harbor. On our way back,
we saw a Black-backed Gull perched
on
the
ocean-going
sailboat
‘Evolution’. The FDNY Marine patrol
came across our port and stern (left
and rear). The next day, Captain
Guy Buono of Krunch Sportfishing
posted a video of a three-foot-long
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Cownose Ray off Moonbeam marina
in Great Kills Harbor.

NPS
for
encouragement.
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and

Join us for our next cleanup, it is
great fun for a worthy cause.

THE GENIUS OF THE NYC
WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM
AND KEEPING IT GOING

by Jack Bolembach

As we approached the launch dock
for exiting, we pulled the pedal
assemblies up and furled the sail to
the mast. Up came the rudder and
the center board. John Jr jumped the
dock and secured the rope to the far
cleat. I looked at the barnacles and
moss colony underneath the dock
float and ripped a piece of the
ecology. There was a multitude of
mysid shrimp, algae, a marine worm,
and the aforementioned barnacle
families.
We disembarked, Chuck retrieved
the trailer and the pedal sail exited
the water.
We had a beautiful day on the bay.
Join NRPA for our next adventure.

FORT WADSWORTH NPS
CLEANUP

By Jim Scarcella

In late July, NRPA teamed up with
the National Parks Service and the
Office of the Staten Island Borough
President to clean a quarter mile of
beach at Fort Wadsworth. We
arrived a bit early to set up the pop
tent, table, supplies and sign-in
sheets for volunteers.

Gateway Park is, a woodpecker was
hammering away at the wood post
fence and rails (from about 1975). It
was humid, but there was an ocean
breeze.

The weed-wacker cleared a path to
reduce risk of ticks and poison ivy.
Once on the beach, the high tide
brought in cooling water from the
Atlantic Ocean.
Some people went swimming, others
concentrated on debris. Trash most
plentiful was plastic bags, plastic
containers, plastic straws, bottle
caps, broken glass, beverage
sachets, a woman’s bra, and a ‘call a
head ‘toilet door. I brought up glass
bottles and aluminum cans for
recycling. There were a least two
broken glass bottles ready to
puncture someone’s foot. A bag of
garbage from Independence Day
was still there, fashioned by rats
seeking food.
The path to the beach was
overgrown with invasive species, we
weed wacked it back for safe travels.
Several pieces of busted plywood
and driftwood were removed from in
between the rip rap rock.

I worked 38 years for the NYC
Department
of
Environmental
Protection (DEP). Part of that time, I
was in Water Supply. A memorable
experience was during the 1985
Drought Emergency, operating and
repairing
antiquated
electrical
equipment, which was still capable
of being used in emergency
operation at the Central Park
Reservoir Pumping Station. It was
installed in the late 1890’s. How
could that be possible?
Every piece of electrical and
mechanical equipment in this granite
structure which was built during the
Civil War, was well designed, using
material
with
extremely
high
standards. The architects and
engineers who designed the Croton
Aqueduct, beginning in the 1840’s
and then the Catskill Aqueduct,
beginning in 1905, spared no
expense. They built this intricate
system to last hundreds of years.
When the Croton facilities were
installed with electrical equipment
from the late 1890’s and the Catskill
facilities in the early 1900’s, the very
best material was used. Today most
of the highly specialized electronic
components and computer chips

Additional garbage included fishing
gear and bait debris and a kid’s
tricycle.
it was a beautiful day, special thanks
to Richie Chan, Tiffany Arguello,
Zsakee Lewis, Kathy Garofalo of

An excellent group of people showed
up to help, including Howard, Richie,
Vince, Jack, Cathy Infuso, Tiffany,
Zsakee, Chuck, Leslie, Joseph,
Kathy Garofalo and many more. To
put in perspective how old the

Croton Aqueduct built 1837 to 1842. Central
portion of the arch steel span replaced the stone
arches spanning the Harlem River to allow
larger boats to use the river. The stone
aqueduct, built no different than the how the
ancient Romans constructed their aqueducts.
High Bridge Water Tower built 1868 in
background. The Tower and Aqueduct now part
of High Bridge Park.
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around
3
o’clock
on
weekdays. Madonna was popular at
the time and she would run
occasionally in the evening. There
were so many newscasters, actors,
politicians, writers, and directors.

Front of granite built pumping station, South
Gate House at Central Park Reservoir
completed 1864. Now a NYC landmark and like
the aqueduct and water tower at Highbridge
obsolete.

deteriorate due to unfavorable
conditions such as moisture and
temperature and it costs a fortune to
maintain or replace them.
During the severe 1985 drought,
which was declared in April 1985
and which ended in September when
a hurricane hit the northeast, filling
the severely depleted reservoirs, I
received the assignment to operate
and maintain the archaic Central
Park Pumping Station with two other
coworkers in the electrical field. All
vacations were cancelled and the
three of us decided to avoid the daily
hardship
of
commuting
into
Manhattan.
We
developed
a
schedule
working
24
hours
beginning at 3 o’clock in the
afternoon. When I departed 24 hours
later after my relief arrived, I had the
next 48 hours off from work.

Central Park Reservoir and structure built in
1864. The former DEP facility was once a vital
link in NYC infrastructure providing fresh water
to residents of Manhattan It has been obsolete
after completion of a section of the Third Water
Tunnel.

The three of us made a lot of
overtime. The experience working
there was unforgettable. I met so
many celebrities who ran or walked
around the Reservoir. Anthony
Quinn was a regular, so was Jackie
Onassis. They arrived usually

Inside the Station, two high voltage
motors were driving pumps to pump
the Croton water into the more
severely depleted Catskill water
distribution system, helping to boost
water pressure in Manhattan. I was
often right outside the doors of the
facility, which was on the Reservoir
Path where thousands of people
jogged each day.

One afternoon, Robin Williams
came up to me and said, “Do you
have a bandage? I cut my foot.” I
brought him inside so he could
access a First Aid Kit. He cleaned
his cut and bandaged it. Looking
around he started asking a lot of
questions about the building, the
equipment and my job. I took him
down below to see the tunnel system
made of bricks, which was built in
the 1830s. Above ground in the park,
a person had no idea that forty feet
below is this network of water
tunnels. The spiral staircase that
descended from the Pumping Station
to the tunnels, was used in the
opening scene for the hit TV series
Beauty and the Beast. It was a very
noisy place while operating the
electrical/mechanical equipment, so I
sought refuge outside and enjoyed
talking to many people. Robin
Williams told me he loved history
and thanked me for showing him this
little-known treasure of New York
City. He didn’t act like his TV
character. He spoke with a normal,
slow speaking voice and was a
regular guy.
One evening I came to work and a
movie was being made inside the
tunnels and the leading actor Eric
Roberts, sat with me inside the
sound proof booth until he was
called upon to do his scene. At the
time I did not know who he was, only
that the film crew was looking for
him.
I didn’t work alone in the Station.
There were two mechanics on duty
24/7 but they were in a different
section of the building, monitoring
the injection of chlorine into the
water that was being pumped, for
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disinfection purposes. The nearly six
months I spent at this station was
the best job I ever worked. My boss
almost never showed up. He just
made an occasional phone call. The
mechanics foremen showed up
every watch, but they had no
authority over me, nor I over them.
One foreman was a jealous guy. He
would always make remarks about
the money I was making.

Typical photo of the construction of the Third
Water Tunnel

The Central Park Pumping Station
was again operating seven years
later in 1992 during another Drought
Emergency and I was once again
assigned to work there for a few
months. When the drought ended,
the Station was shut down
permanently as sections of the new
Third Water Tunnel made the Station
obsolete. The building from 1864 is
now a Landmark and the jogging trail
was named in honor of Jackie
Onassis.
Just 37 years ago this Pumping
Station was a vital link in the intricate
infrastructure which supplies fresh
water to millions of people, the
lifeblood of NYC. My career provided
me with so many experiences
including working 54 hours during
and after Hurricane Sandy hit. In
October 2012, I worked at the Owls
Head Wastewater Treatment Plant in
Bay Ridge. Our crew saved the
facility from
being completely
destroyed by the 14-foot 6-inch
storm surge which struck us at
around 8:35 in the evening. I was
drenched with sea water cascading
down upon me and the five other
electricians setting up pumps, but we
got out alive.
My long career also gave me the
opportunity to work at some of the
facilities in the Catskill Mountains
and in the Croton Aqueduct system.
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planning
on
demolishing
the
obsolete brick Pumping Station built
in 1920. I strongly disagreed with
their decision. Unable to persuade
them, I went over their heads and
appealed to the DEP architects in
the Archive Preservation Unit. They
came and inspected the structure
realizing it had historic and unique
architectural significance including
antiquated electrical and mechanical
equipment. They stopped the
planning of the demolition.

The journey begins at the Catskill Delaware
Watershed, 132 miles north, for water to flow to
the Silver Lake underground tanks on Staten
Island. This is all possible with the engineering
marvel, the NYC aqueduct system.

I was inside the old Croton Aqueduct
built in the 1840’s at Mosholu Station
in the Bronx. I was also inside a
section of the New Croton Aqueduct,
which was built in the 1880’s in
Westchester County and which was
drained for repairs.

I was also inside the Third Water
Tunnel, about 645 feet below the
surface, next to the Battery Tunnel
and down in the Third Water Tunnel
around 680 below the surface, under
Tenth
Avenue,
during
the
construction when the Tunnel Boring
Machine was operating.
I worked at all of the Water Pumping
Stations within the city limits, which
once supplied 10% of the city’s fresh
water. The other 90% is gravity fed. I
worked as Deputy Plant Chief at the
largest Wastewater Treatment Plant
at Wards Island with a crew of about
250 people assigned to keep this
huge facility in operating condition.
Many of the Department of
Environmental Protection facilities
are now obsolete and no longer
operating. becoming Landmarks,
such as the High Bridge and the
Croton Aqueduct built in 1842,
spanning the Harlem River. When I
was Plant Chief in Water Supply, I
was assigned in 1993 to the High
Voltage Pumping Station which
became operational in 1978 at 1270
Victory Blvd. I discovered disturbing
news at a meeting in 2004. The new
DEP upper management was

Despite being Chairman of the City
Engineers Division of Local 3,
International
Brotherhood
of
Electrical Workers Union and a
skilled
trade
Plant
Chief,
I
encountered serious problems with a
few members of Upper Management
regarding preservation of a facility.
That old Pumping Station is still
standing on the corner of Victory
Blvd. and Ontario Avenue and I am
happily retired. I found old log books
from 1903 from a previous Steam
Powered Pumping Station located
nearby which pumped fresh water
from the natural springs in the
ground into the distribution system
for the hilly sections of Staten Island.
In the log books, there was a written
policy that on the fourth Monday of
May, any employee who was a Civil
War Veteran would have a paid
Holiday. The log books also showed
the wages for each employee in the
different trades. The writing style
was exquisite and before I left for
Wastewater Treatment, I gave these
log books to the crew from the
Archive’s unit for preservation. I
feared the new management would
throw them out as garbage.
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given to the NYC Parks Dept. like so
many other DEP facilities. Under the
hillside between the reservoir and
Victory Blvd., are two huge
underground fresh water tanks,
which when built in 1969, were the
largest underground tanks in the
world. The Catskill water travels the
long distance from the Catskill
Mountains, then under the Narrows,
utilizing a siphon system requiring
no pumping, as the water traverses
up Victory Blvd into the underground
tanks. This type of system was used
for over three thousand years. The
few days’ supply of fresh water is
distributed throughout parts of
Staten Island and the Pumping
Station at 1270 Victory keeps the
pressures at the required pounds
per square inch, keeping about 25%
of the population living at the higher
elevations with adequate water
supply at their taps. Occasionally
each underground tank is drained for
inspection and repairs. It’s an
amazing experience walking around
inside these huge tanks when
empty. Massive columns support
the roof and above it, grass, bushes
and trees grow.
New York City uses one billion
gallons of fresh water daily provided
by several upstate New York
reservoirs.
I am fortunate to have had a great
career full of so many experiences
that they are too numerous to write
down. In addition, as Chairman of
the City’s Engineer Division of the
Electrician's Union Local 3, IBEW I
helped to win very difficult but
lucrative contract settlements with
very good retirement benefits. It’s
never easy, life is not about sitting
back, but being active, playing in the
game to win. If you do not win, well
that’s okay, because you gave it
your 100% effort.

HABITAT PROTECTION
NEEDED AT THE OLD GATX
SITE

By Ida Sanoff
Ashokan Reservoir in the Catskill Mountains

The Catskill water from the
reservoirs, particularly the Schoharie
Reservoir, travels mostly by gravity
135 miles to Silver Lake. One lake is
natural, but the other was man made
in 1917. It became obsolete and was

Many years ago, NRPA’s former
Executive Director, the late Kerry
Sullivan, was involved in trying to
preserve natural areas at an old oil
storage area on Staten Island. Kerry
was a native Staten Islander and I
am a native Brooklynite, so I only
recently started learning about this
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place that used to be called GATX.
On the surface, there isn’t much to
say: There will be more development
in a former industrial area. But there
is actually a lot to say: Yet another
incredibly important habitat may be
destroyed.
You can’t talk about climate change
without
talking
about
habitat
destruction. Our leaders can have
summits on global warming and we
can debate the merits of electric cars
all day long. But every little, tiny
piece of natural habitat is super
important and worth fighting for and
some
habitats
are
especially
precious.
Back in the day, people were fools. If
you had a “swamp” it was viewed as
worthless. You either drained it and
filled it, used it as a dump, or used it
for activities that no one wanted near
their homes. Today we know that
“swamps” which we now call
wetlands, are the most important
habitats on earth. And it’s not just the
wetland that’s important, it’s the
upland meadows and forests that
form around it.
You may be told that destroying
natural areas is OK, because there
will be “mitigation”. Well, we’ll take
another area near by and clean it up
and put in some plants and make it
real pretty and that will make up for
whatever we destroy. Doesn’t work
that way. While we do want to see
more areas made available as
habitat, this does not compensate for
destroying the original habitats,
which took millennia to evolve. And
one thing that no one ever, ever
wants to talk about: Habitat loss is
CUMULATIVE. The impacts add up.
For every old growth tree that you
destroy and for every inch of wetland
that you fill in, there is that much less
absorption of storm water and that
much greater a chance of flooding.
The loss of evaporation from those
plants adds to droughts and heat
impacts too.
And for every rare plant or animal
that dies out because its habitat was
destroyed,
we
are
possibly
destroying a new cure for a human
ailment. Lots of medications that we
take for granted today were derived
from the natural world. Digitalis, a
drug used to treat severe heart
disease, is made from the leaves of
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the Foxglove plant. An entire class of
anesthetic drugs that made modern
surgery possible was developed
from the leaves of a South American
vine used by indigenous hunters to
poison the darts of their blow guns.
The Nightshade plant, also known as
Belladonna, gave us drugs such as
phenobarbital
which
controls
seizures.
Many
other
pharmaceuticals were derived from it
as well.
Think about this the next time you go
past the big box store that was built
where the Graniteville Forest once
stood. Think about what was growing
there that no one had a chance to
find. Think about the loss to
humanity.
Now we have a chance to protect
another important area.
In 1929, the Gulf Oil Company
constructed a massive petroleum
storage facility on the eastern bank
of the Arthur Kill.
The facility
changed ownership numerous times.
In the late 1990’s the facility was
purchased by GATX Staten Island
Terminal. It had 82 gigantic storage
tanks which received gasoline, diesel
and jet fuel that was delivered by
ship and then distributed by various
pipelines.
In 1992, the facility was hit with
violations of oil storage regulations
and it ceased operations in 1999.
About two years later, most of the
storage tanks, piping and other
above ground structures were gone.
But a lot of soil and groundwater
contamination remained and in the
late 1990’s, there was a NYS Dept.
of
Environmental
Conservation
(NYSDEC) Consent Order which
mandated cleaning up the site.
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Some
contaminated
soil
was
removed and two areas were
capped to prevent further spread of
contaminants. Some parts of the
property would be developed for
industrial or commercial use and
areas of wetland and other habitats
would be protected.
In 2004, the property was sold to a
company that was to bring in a
NASCAR raceway, but that plan was
abandoned in 2006.
In 2011, the Consent Order was
modified.
In 2013, a company called Staten
Island Marine Development (SIMD)
acquired the property. They “entered
into an agreement with NYSDEC to
preserve in perpetuity approximately
242 acres of wetlands, wetland
adjacent area buffers, and open
space located within the entire SIMD
-owned property (referred to as
“deed restricted wetland areas”)” But
in 2016, the eastern portion of the
property was purchased by another
company which developed Matrix
Global Logistics Park, a warehouse
fulfillment center.

So now we’re getting to the heart of
the matter. NYSDEC recently issued
a Public Notice for a Scoping
Meeting.
More development is
planned for this property – two
gigantic buildings, with large parking
fields, on approximately 95 acres.
I had a hard time trying to visualize
how large 95 acres is. Here in
southern Brooklyn, we have the
Coney Island Rail Yards. It’s the
largest mass transit rail yard in the
world and it is “only” 75 acres large.
It’s about half a mile long (that’s
several blocks and several traffic
lights long) and about a third of a
mile wide. Ninety-five acres is even
bigger than that.
The documents are rather vague as
to how much habitat will be
impacted. It says that 47 acres will
be protected in addition to what was
protected in the Consent Order, but
that they will fill 3.2 acres of
freshwater wetlands and 0.02 acres
of tidal wetlands. They will also be
“developing withing 24 acres of state
regulated wetland adjacent area”,
which will be mitigated by “creation”
of 6.4 acres. I have to tell you, I
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always felt that mitigation was at
times, little more than smoke and
mirrors. Habitats take millennia to
evolve. It’s not just about how the
ground is sloped and the type of
plants that are put in. It’s about the
animals and the bugs and the
bacteria in the soil and mycorrhizae,
the fungi that live in the soil. All of
these factors and more are in a
delicate interplay with air, water,
sunlight and nutrients that took
forever to develop.
OK, now we’re getting down to the
hard stuff. On the surface losing 3.2
acres of wetlands doesn’t sound too
bad. But when you compare the area
that was to be protected from
development in the Consent Order to
what is being proposed now, there
are a number of question marks.
There are deed restricted wetlands
that were not identified on the map of
the new project. There are two or
three other deed restricted areas
where it is not exactly clear what is
going to happen. And there is yet
another area which is really in limbo:
It was not protected in the Consent
Order.
Bottom line is that there is very, very
important habitat here and there is a
great deal of confusion over whether
it will be protected. Was this just
plain oversight or is someone hoping
that no one is paying attention?
Don’t laugh. On the EIS for the
Coney Island Creek ferry, the lead
agency,
the
NYC
Economic
Development
Corp.
(NYCEDC)
conveniently ignored that the entire
northern shore of Coney Island
Creek was once an officially
designated waste dump. They just
checked “no” on the EIS application
question about dump sites. I guess
they figured that no one down here
would catch the omission.
On September 6, 2022, at 6 PM, the
NYC
Dept.
of
Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC) will be
holding a virtual Scoping Meeting. A
Scoping Meeting is like a precursor
to
the
Environmental
Impact
Statement (EIS). The Scoping helps
to identify areas of concern. All of the
details about the Scoping Meeting
follow. You had to register in
advance by September 2 if you
wanted to speak at the Scoping, but
in my experience, even if the
deadline has passed, if you contact
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Taking part in a beach cleanup
is one way to keep the oceans
healthy for generations to
come. Join us at our next
beach cleanup!
NYSDEC you still may have a
chance of getting on the list to
speak. You also have to pre-register
to view the meeting online. If you just
want to call in to the meeting and
hear what’s going on, you don’t have
to pre-register. Written comments
can be submitted up to September
23, 2022.
The bottom line is that we need to
watch this one very closely.

Matrix Global Logistics Park West
Campus Draft Scope for Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and
Virtual Scoping Meeting
Scoping Meeting: A virtual public
scoping meeting will be held on
September 8, 2022 at 6:00 P.M.
(EST) pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part
617 to gather unsworn, public
comment on the draft scoping
document and proposed content of
the Draft EIS. For more information,
see the scoping meeting details
below.
Project Location
530-534 Gulf Avenue, Staten Island,
Block 1835, Lot 150, 300 and 550,
part of Lot 100, and a small area of
Block 1760, Lot 115.

NYSDEC ID Number
DEC # 2-6401-00042/00079
Project Description
The New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC),
as Lead Agency pursuant to 6
NYCRR Part 617 (SEQR), has
determined that the proposed
construction and operation of the
Matrix Global Logistics Park West
Campus is a Type I Action and may
have a significant adverse impact on
the environment and a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(Draft EIS) must be prepared.
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The proposed action is the
development of two (2) logistics
facilities located along the east side
of the Arthur Kill at 530-534 Gulf
Avenue, Staten Island, on the north
and south side of 5th Street/Frank
W. Gay Blvd. The action involves the
development of approximately 95
acres containing both regulated
freshwater wetlands and tidal
wetlands and the construction of two
(2) buildings totaling approximately
1.78 million square feet; 1,010
parking spaces; 303 truck loading
berths; 225 trailer parking spaces;
utilities (including an 8-inch natural
gas main); sewer and water
infrastructure;
roadway
improvements;
a
stormwater
management system; and accessory
structures.
As proposed, the action would
involve: infilling 3.2 acres of state
regulated freshwater wetlands and
0.02 acres of state regulated tidal
wetlands; developing within twentyfour (24) acres of state regulated
wetland
adjacent
area
and
conducting approximately 6.4 acres
of onsite wetland mitigation. Primary
access to the proposed action from
Gulf Avenue would be provided by a
proposed western extension of
Frank W. Gay Blvd/5th Street. The
95-acre site of the proposed action
is located primarily on portions of 5
lots, where the total area of the five
(5) lots is approximately 261 acres.
A draft scoping document has been
prepared to outline the content of the
required Draft EIS.
Project
Documents
Availability
Available online:
*
*

and

Draft
Scope-Matrix
Global
Logistics Park West Campus
(PDF)
Positive
Declaration-Matrix
Global Logistics Park West
Campus (PDF)

A copy of the draft scoping
document and SEQR Positive
Declaration may also be viewed on
the project sponsor's website (leaves
DEC's
website):
http://
matrixwestcampusdocuments.com
Available at Region 2 Office:
Paper copies of the draft scoping
document and SEQR Positive
Declaration may be viewed at the
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DEC Region 2 Office in Long Island
City during normal business hours by
appointment by emailing the contact
person below.
Comments
Written comments on the draft
scoping
document
are
being
accepted by DEC and must be
submitted by mail or e-mail to the
contact person listed below by
September
23,
2022. Written
comments should be limited in
content to comments on potential
significant adverse impacts. General
opposition to the proposal cannot be
accommodated within the scoping
document or the Draft EIS. Equal
weight is given to written and oral
comments.
Contact Information:
Stephen A. Watts, Regional Permit
Administrator NYSDEC Region 2
Hunters Point Plaza, 47-40 21st
Street Long Island City, NY 11101
E-mail:
Comment.MatrixWest.2021@dec.ny.
gov
Virtual Public Scoping Meeting
A virtual public scoping meeting will
be held on September 8, 2022 at
6:00 P.M. (EST) pursuant to 6
NYCRR Part 617 to gather unsworn,
public comment on the draft scoping
document and proposed content of
the Draft EIS. The Scoping Meeting
will be conducted electronically
before ALJ Molly T. McBride through
the Webex Webinar platform. All
persons, organizations, corporations,
or government agencies which may
be affected by the proposed project
are invited to attend the scoping
meeting and to submit oral or written
comments.
Any person who wishes to speak
must pre-register by 10:00 a.m. on
September 2, 2022.
Any person who wishes only to
observe the webinar online must
also register. Any person may listen
to the hearing by phone without preregistration. After registration is
complete, you will receive a
confirmation
by
email
with
information about how to join the
hearing.
To pre-register, use the following
link:
https://meetny-broadcastpilot.webex.com/meetny-broadcastpilot/j.php?
RGID=r0ff6398377a26fc2f295cfd28d
e44620
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To join by phone only:
Dial: 1-518-549-0500
Access Code: 2340 985 2803
Password: 73780676 from phones
Persons who wish to receive the
instructions by mail or telephone
may contact the DEC Office of
Hearings and Mediation Services by
telephone at (518) 402-9003 or by
email to ohms@dec.ny.gov. Please
provide your first and last name,
address, and telephone number and
reference the Matrix public scoping
meeting.
Lengthy statements should be in
writing and summarized for oral
presentation. Reasonable time limits
may be set for each speaker to
afford everyone an opportunity to be
heard. Equal weight will be given to
both oral and written statements.
Interpreter services shall be made
available to deaf persons, and
translator services shall be made
available to persons with limited
English proficiency, at no charge for
either service, upon written request
by 5:00 p.m. August 29, 2022.
Requests should be submitted to
NYSDEC Office of Communication
Services, either by mail (address:
NYSDEC, Office of Communication
Services, 625 Broadway, Albany,
New
York
12233-4500),
by
telephone (518-402-8044) or by email (language@dec.ny.gov).
Scoping Session Purpose
The purpose of scoping is to define
the extent to which environmental
impacts
identified
in
the
Department's Positive Declaration
and project sponsor's Draft Scoping
Document will be evaluated in the
DEIS. Scoping will help to ensure
that this DEIS is a comprehensive,
accurate and complete document,
adequate for public review and which
properly evaluates the environmental
impacts that may occur if the landfill
expansion is approved. (DEC has
published general information about
the scoping process in the SEQRA
Handbook, pages 110-112.

Have you seen a Spotted
Lanternfly?
Let’s check!
Egg Masses: September – May
Egg Mass Description
· Found on the bark of trees or other
smooth surfaces such as rocks,
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outdoor furniture, vehicles and
other surfaces.
· About 1 inch long and a half to
three-quarters of an inch wide.
· About 1 inch long and a half to
three-quarters of an inch wide.
· Gray/brown, mud-like covering.
Newly laid eggs can be shiny and
look like they have a waxy coating
that can become dry and cracked
over time. Older egg masses may
lose their covering and appear as
four to seven columns of seed-like
eggs, 30–50 eggs in total.

Nymphs: April – October
· Black with white spots and
wingless, develops red patches
and white spots as it matures
· Nymphs at fourth instar are over ½
inch long
· Jump readily when approached or
touched

Adults: July – November
· At rest – grayish wings with black
spots, and the tips are black and
gray
· When flying or startled, the insect
will display vibrant red hind wings
· Adults are around 1 inch long and
a half inch wide with wings folded
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Schedule of Events:

NRPA Calendar All events, including face to face monthly meetings are TENATIVE
due to COVID-19, please call to confirm Jim Scarcella to confirm - 718-873-4291
Tuesday, September 6, 2022, NRPA monthly meeting at Regina McGuinn center or Zoom Call in. 7:30 PM. Info Jim
718-873-4291.
Saturday, September 17, 2022, Lemon Creek Park at Sharott Avenue pier beach cleanup, co-sponsored by NYCH2O,
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, gloves, bags, refreshments provided, community service certified, Info Jim: 718-873-4291.
Saturday, September 24, 2022, National Public Lands Day weekend at Great Kills Park, Gateway. Meet across from
the Ranger station parking lot. Cleanup of Crookes Point, from 10 AM to 1:00 PM. Info Jim 718 873 4291.
Saturday, October 1, 2022, Conference House Park beach cleanup, at Page Avenue, co-sponsored by NYCH2O, 9:00
AM to 12:00 PM, gloves, bags, refreshments provided, community service certified, Info Jim: 718-873-4291.
Tuesday, October 4, 2022, NRPA monthly meeting at Regina McGuinn center or Zoom Call in. 7:30 PM. Info Jim 718873-4291.
Saturday October 8, 2022, Oakwood Beach Tarlton clean-up with Councilman David Carr and NYCH2O, and Mgr. Farrell marine Biology. Gloves bags refreshments provided, info Jim 718 873 4291
Tuesday, November 1, 2022, NRPA monthly meeting at Regina McGuinn Center or Zoom Call in. 7:30 PM. Info Jim
718-873-4291.
Saturday, November 12, 2022, Cedar Grove beach cleanup, co-sponsored by NYCH2O, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, gloves,
bags, refreshments provided, community service certified, Info Jim: 718-873-4291.
Tuesday, December 6, 2022, NRPA Holiday Gathering with Friends of Blue Heron Park at Blue Heron Park Visitors
Center at 7:00 PM. Info Jim 718-873-4291.
Sunday, January 1, 2023, 33rd Annual New Year’s Day Beach walk from 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM at Gateway NRA Great
Kills Park. Info Jim 718-873-4291. Join us to welcome 2023! with Protectors of Pine Oak Woods and Bay Terrace Improvement group.

Dedicated to preserving the marine environment, the Natural Resources Protective
Association is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. All contributions are tax deductible.
All memberships expire on December 31, so please renew NOW!
(All NEW memberships paid after October 1 will also receive credit for the upcoming year)
Are You A Member? Have You Renewed? Please Join Us NOW!

$15.00 Individual
$25.00 Organization
$500.00 Lifetime Member

$20.00 Family
$100.00 Sponsor (after 5 payments
you become a Lifetime member)

YES! I/We want to join the fight!
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Mail to:

Email:
Natural Resources Protective Association
C/O Richard Chan, Treasurer
Post Office Box 050328
Staten Island, NY 10305

Join NRPA today

